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EDITORIAL COMMENT. 


Pharmacy fares somewhat better in our navy 

THE Navat than in our army, for in the navy the phar- 
PHARMACIST. macist ranks as a warrant officer. It is grati- 
fying to note, however, that the Surgeon-Gen- 

eral of the navy is not yet satisfied, and as may be seen by the 
excerpt from his annual report printed in our last issue he 


asks for an increase in the number of pharmacists ranking as 
warrant officers and for better pay for the lower grade of the 
naval hospital corps. It would seem that the better the phar- 
macist is known the more he is appreciated. The army authori- 
ties are apparently still guided by General Sternberg’s dictum, 
“We have no use for pharmacists in the army.” 





The semiannual meeting of the 
N. A. R. D. ExecuTIvE Executive Committee of the Na- 
TO MEET. tional Association of Retail Drug- 
gists is scheduled to take place in 
Chicago on February 12, when it is expected that a readjust- 
ment of views regarding the operation of the tripartite plan 
will be discussed. While the verdict in the Loder suit handed 
down recently in Philadelphia appeared to bear hardly upon 
the plan, it is felt by the active workers in the association that 
the tripartite principle cannot be dropped, as the co-operation of 
all three branches of the trade is necessary to the success of 
any movement for the regulation of prices on proprietary medi- 
cines. The action taken by the committee will be awaited with 
much interest in the trade generally. 





Just where the picking of other people’s 
CRIMINAL brains becomes actually indictable is not 
SUBSTITUTION. clearly defined in the Penal Code. There is 
no sort of justification for the practice of 
palming off an imitation article when a proprietary medicine is 
called for, but it is unfortunately true that the custom prevails 
among certain unscrupulous pharmacists. The searing of the 
commercial conscience through crookedness of this kind cannot 
be compensated for by the satisfaction of gains not obtained 
along straight lines, for the same expenditure of brain power 
in the direction of evolving a new idea would have resulted in a 
greater measure of success than it is possible to attain by the 
imitation of some other fellow’s idea. Let us have a square 
deal! 





Is a recent Consular report at- 
PRESCRIPTION REGULATIONS tention is called to the fact that 
IN HoNpDURAS. n Honduras the prescriber is 
required to write his prescrip- 
tions in the language of the people—Spanish. The vexed 
questions of copies and of refilling are both cared for by specific 
regulation. We are told that “all prescriptions that are filled 
must be sealed and numbered with a number corresponding to 
that of the register kept by the pharmacist, returning to the 
interested party the original prescription or a sealed and num- 
bered copy of the same.” The refilling of a prescription is 
specifically prohibited save on express orders from the pre- 
scriber, who is required to state in the order for refilling how 
often it shall be refilled. Our neighbors to the South cannot 
complain of any lack of definiteness in their regulations. 





The appearance in our Paris contemporary, the 

MAKESHIFT Répertoire de pharmacie, of an article describ- 
MeTHOops. ing a rapid method for the preparation of tinc- 
ture of opium prompts us to enter an earnest 

protest against the tendency to employ short cuts for the prep- 
aration of galenical compounds of the importance of tincture 
of opium. The author’s method is to dissolve extract of opium 
in sufficient hot distilled water to reduce the alcohol in the 
extract from 90 to 60 degrees. The mixture is allowed to cool 
and afterward is filtered to remove the slight deposit which is 
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necessarily formed. It is only in extreme emergencies, such as 
would scarcely arise under ordinary circumstances, that it should 
be permitted to the pharmacist to make tincture of opium in any 
other way than that prescribed by the Pharmacopeia. Such 
tinctures as those of opium, digitalis, aconite and nux vomica 
should be held sacred against the encroachments and unscien- 
tific tinkering of the few pharmacists who employ makeshift 
methods of the French kind. 





Pharmacists as Perfumers. 

In an interesting address delivered before the College of 
Pharmacy of the City of New York on last Tuesday evening 
Mr. Burr presented an idea which, it seems to us, promises 
much for the future of perfumery in the United States. He 
made the criticism that American perfumery lacked in original- 
ity, that American perfumers were prone to be copyists rather 
than originators, and in partial explanation of that fact sug- 
gested the need for a more intimate knowledge of the technical 
aspects of perfumery than is possessed by the majority of those 
engaged in the practical aspects of this work. 

As a correct basis for the making of a good perfumer there 
must be a thorough familiarity with the basic materials enter- 
ing into the manufacture of perfumes. This knowledge should 
go further than a mere superficial acquaintance with the physi- 
cal characteristics of the materials and must embrace a scien- 
tific knowledge of the chemical constituents and of the behavior 
of the material under varying conditions and with different sol- 
vents. Added to this basis of accurate scientific knowledge there 
must be an artistic instinct, of a character allied to that which 
enables the painter to reproduce on canvas an idealized tran- 
script of nature. Mr. Burr has lofty aspirations for the Ameri- 
can perfumer and has happily set forth the peculiar combina- 
tion of knowledge and special gifts required to produce this 
American perfumer of the future. 

The College of Pharmacy embraces in its curriculum just that 
kind of training which is needed as a basis for the production of 
the perfumer. It teaches the student the sources, the charac- 
teristics and the properties, both physical and chemical, of the 
material which the perfumer uses. It is true that this teaching 
does not embrace all the perfumer’s material, but what is more 
important than the mere knowledge attained in the school is 
that the students of pharmacy are taught how to learn and 
how to apply learning. We heartily commend Mr. Burr’s 
suggestion and second his hope that from among the many 
graduates of pharmacy who go out into the world each year 
there may be some whose inclinations may lead them to a sys- 
tematic study of the perfumer’s art and who may be so in- 
formed with the artistic spirit as to be able to utilize to the 
best end the information and the methods learned in the Col- 
lege of Pharmacy. 

No profession has wholly fulfilled its mission when its mem- 
bers fail to make themselves felt in lines allied to their calling. 
Rich and profitable as is the field of pharmacy, it is well that 
the teachers imbue their pupils with that breadth of insight, 
with that aspiration which will lead them to face life with an 
open mind and enable them to grasp special opportunities which 
may present themselves for the use of their learning in fields 
outside the immediate limits of pharmacy. Such a field is of- 
fered in the art of perfumery, and we commend to our younger 
readers some attention to this field as offering a possible outlet 
for special qualifications of taste and artistic instinct which but 
few can possess, but which, when possessed and when reinforced 


by proper training, can be utilized to the best possible ad- 
vantage. 
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The Military Pharmacist. 


In our issue for December 25 we presented a paper which 
had been read before the American Pharmaceutical Associa- 
tion on The Pharmacist in the Civil War and some comments 
on this paper, which took the form of a plea for the recogni- 
tion of pharmacy in the army. With the statement that the 
army had no use for pharmacists, Surgeon-General Sternberg 
some years ago dismissed very cavalierly the recommenda- 
tion of President McKinley, or, rather, indorsement by Presi- 
dent McKinley of a recommendation that pharmacists be ap- 
pointed with the rank of commissioned officers. 

We are pleased to see that the attitude of the military 
authorities on this head has changed materially, for Major 
J. R. Kean, Surgeon United States Army, assistant to the 
Surgeon-General, writes us a letter in which he admits that the 
army could with advantage use the services of half a dozen 
pharmaceutical chemists and of a like number of medical 
storekeepers, though he strenuously objects to the establish- 
ment of so elaborate a corps as was proposed in our editorial 
article. This letter from Major Kean, which is published in 
another column, takes up the subject in a way which makes it 
deserving of attention and which shows that he has given the 
subject some degree of study; which is more than can be said of 
some of the communications on this subject which have ema- 
nated from the office of the Surgeon-General in the past. 

Major Kean states that the temporary deficiences in the 
medical supply at Tampa and Jacksonville and in Cuba were 
due to defective transport arrangements, and that since the 
transport service is not under the control of the Medical De- 
partment, but under the Quartermaster’s Department, this diffi- 
culty would not have been helped by the existence of a phar- 
maceutical corps organized along the lines proposed by the 
AMERICAN Drucaist. This difficulty in the transport system 
has long been a weak spot in the organization of the Medical 
Department, and the defense in this respect is a sound one, 
though there is some question whether there would not have 
been a greater provision shown by a regularly organized phar- 
maceutical corps, which would have foreseen and provided 
against the blocking of transportation by having medical sup- 
plies on the ground in advance. 

While the evidence presented before the Dodge Commis- 
sion as to the abundance of supplies will probably have to be 
accepted as conclusive, it is not at all in consonance with state- 
ments made to the editor of the AMERICAN Drucaist at Mon- 
tauk Point by the individual members of the corps charged 
with the duty of furnishing medical supplies. One member of 
the hospital corps, who is no longer in the service, gave to the 
editor the details of his own duties in making good the tem- 
porary deficiency. It is possible that he may have exaggerated 
this deficiency, but his statements bore all the impress of 
truth. As to the question of mortality in the army corps the 
official statistics must be accepted as final. 

But our interest in the question is one of principle rather 
than of detail. We wish to have the pharmacist recognized as 
an “ officer and a gentleman” by giving him a commission. If 
the service can be helped by the employment of “ half a dozen 
pharmaceutical chemists and a like number of storekeepers,” 
as Major Kean says, then by all means let us have this num- 
ber. Their appointment will concede the principle for which we 
have long fought. If after they have been installed and their 


duties outlined it should be found necessary to increase the 
corps we would then have the advantage of their experience as 
a guide. 
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(Written for the American Druggist.) 
THE SYSTEMATIC AMENDMENT OF AMERICAN 
PHARMACY. 
By Oscar OLDBERG. 
Northwestern University. 
LL: 

The prosperity of pharmacy and pharmacists depends 
largely upon the condition of pharmaceutical education; but, 
for forty years the educational conditions of the occupation of 
pharmacy in our country have been growing more and more 
unsatisfactory. Pharmacy legislation has been prolific but 
grotesquely crude. Pharmacy schools have increased, but 
attendance at these schools is purely voluntary and small. The 
calibre of the material gathered into the drug stores, and out 
of which the pharmacists of the next generation must be 
fashioned, is growing poorer. No wonder the older pharmacists 
and other thoughtful friends of pharmacy are becoming 
alarmed. 

Laws and rules fixing the prerequisites to the licensing of 
pharmacists are the topic of the day. Existing conditions 
are such that they might well lead one to feel that any 
change must necessarily be an improvement. But there is 
danger in such a feeling. There is no convincing evidence 
that the measures so far taken or proposed are the results of 
careful study of the problem in all its bearings. 

The discouraging diversity of opinion indicates that the 
only hope of rational and safe progress must rest upon a 
sufficient restudy of the whole question. An attempt to re- 
count the more important features of the problem before us 
is here presented, which I hope may serve as a stimulus to 
active participation in the movement by those competent and 
sufficiently experienced to lead in it. Let us try to determine 
just what we ought to have and what we can get, and also to 
discover what we ought to avoid. 

The Boards of Pharmacy have shown that they appreciate 
the great desirability of more uniform requirements for the 
licensing of pharmacists in order that an interchange of State 
certificates of registration may be rendered possible. But an 
approach to uniformity is impossible unless we have some 
definite standards in view. 

We must keep clearly in mind the primary object of the 
regulation of the practice of pharmacy, the conditions which 
govern that occupation, the means by which the object sought 
may best be accomplished, and how to bring order out of the 
present chaos instead of making matters worse. 


PRESENT CONDITION OF PHARMACY IN AMERICA. 

The Pharmacopeia of the United States is abreast of those 
of other countries. Much scientific work is being done by mem- 
bers of the American Pharmaceutical Association. A large 
number of individual American pharmacists take pride in their 
occupation and conduct pharmacies in which professional work 
is done secundum artem. In fact, if we look for them we shall 
find some pharmacies as nearly free from commercialism as any 
that ever existed. 

Our pharmaceutical manufacturers are second to none in 
the world and produce preparations showing remarkable per- 
fection of finish. 

But we also find the other extreme—too many drug stores 
that are in no sense pharmacies, druggists that have no knowl- 
edge of pharmacy, too ignorant to ever acquire any such knowl- 
edge, and opposed to any change for the better—men who have 
no thought for anything higher than pecuniary gain. 

We have several very efficient pharmaceutical schools, but 
we also have some without any equipment, with wholly unfit 
teachers, and evidently conducted primarily, if not solely, for 
the private profit of their owners or for other selfish ends. 

The most absorbing topics of discussion among druggists to- 
day are purely commercial. Their only right to distinction 
from other merchants is generally neglected and often treated 
with contempt by them. 

Well trained pharmacists are, indeed, indispensable to the 
welfare of the people, but the unsatisfactory condition of phar- 
maceutical education, the dominant air of commercialism that 
pervades most of the drug stores. and the utter indifference, if 
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not actual hostility, toward education displayed by many drug- 
gists are so conspicuous as to place the whole profession in a 
false light. 

In no other country is the legally established standard of 
education for pharmacy so low as it is in America. Fortunate- 
ly for the people, a large number of our pharmacists still con- 
tinue to be better educated than the law requires them to be. 
But the drug business has undergone great changes in the past 
generation. 

Druggists complain that there is no professional, technical 
or scientific work for them to do. They say that physicians 
have almost ceased to write prescriptions for pharmacists to 
dispense. But is not that our own fault? What have we phar- 
macists done to remedy this state of things? Is it not a fact 
that practically no effort whatever has been made by the great 
body of druggists to demonstrate to the medical profession and 
the public that the occupation and services of pharmacists are 
necessary to civilization and entitled to respect, confidence and 
support? 

DISPENSING PHYSICIANS AND PRESCRIBING PHARMACISTS. 

It is contrary to wise public policy to permit physicians to 
dispense or pharmacists to prescribe. The selling of medicines by 
the prescribers and the prescribing of medicines by the dis- 
pensers cannot kut have an immoral tendency. The separation 
of pharmacy from medicine was a decided step forward in 
civilization. There must be no retrogression. But when a 
physician writes a prescription he writes it for a particular 
occasion and not to be abused, and physicians complain that 
their prescriptions are refilled without authority and other- 
wise abused. They further declare that they are themselves 
more competent to safely dispense medicines than some of the 
druggists with whom they come in contact. Are these accusa- 
tions against the druggist entirely devoid of truth? In States 
where the law does not enjoin upon the druggist a degree of 
special training, such as tends to render his peculiar technical 
services a safeguard against danger, the restriction of the 
practice of pharmacy to his hands is without warrant. 


THE NATURE OF THE PRESCRIPTION. 


A physician’s prescription is simply his order to any quali- 
fied and licensed pharmacist to prepare and dispense what is 
prescribed. It is not the property of the patient. The patient 
compensates the physician for diagnosis, advice and treatment, 
but the prescription is simply a detail incident to the treat- 
ment. The patient does not buy and the physician does not 
sell prescriptions. When the pharmacist has carried out the 
directions given in the prescription he may properly retain the 
latter in his possession on the ground that it is an order to 
him. But the pharmacist has no right to dispense it more thaa 
once unless expressly authorized by the writer of it to do so; 
he has no right to dispense it at all if to his knowledge it is to 
be used for any other person than the one for whom it was 
prescribed, or for some purpose other than that for which it 
was intended by the prescriber, nor has he any right to dispense 
it so long after its date that it is evidently doubtful whether 
the prescriber still desires it to be filled. Do all druggists 
respect these self-evident rights of the prescriber? Is it not a 
fact that physicians have some cause for complaint as well as 
the pharmacists? If so steps should be taken to establish a 
better understanding between physicians and pharmacists. 


WHY INCREASED EDUCATIONAL REQUIREMENTS ARE NOW NECESSARY 
FOR PHARMACY. 

Scientific progress in pharmacy has been great. All recent 
pharmacopeias show it plainly. Compare them with the phar- 
macopeeias of 30 years ago and be convinced. There has been 
very great progress also in scientific medicine. Yet the educa- 
tional status of the pharmacist has not advanced. 

It is the duty of every pharmacist to understand the phar- 
macopeia and to observe its requirements. But the understand- 
ing of pharmacopeeias of this age requires a technical educa- 
tion, such as has never yet been insisted upon in our country, 
although it is compulsory in nearly every other civilized portion 
of the world. A person who cannot understand the pharma- 
copeia is clearly not a reasonably well educated pharmacist. 
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With the increasing number of organic chemical compounds 
now used in the treatment of disease a knowledge of organic 
chemistry is required of the up to date pharmacist, such as was 
never before called for. You may say that many of the new so- 
called “ synthetics” are of doubtful value or even worse; my 
answer is that if pharmacists generally were better educated 
and able to do their part toward establishing the truth about 
the “ new remedies,” the worthless ones would be more rapidly 
weeded out and a far less number of fraudulent new “ discov- 
eries”’ and nostrums would be brought forth. But the really 
valuable organic chemicals are many. 

The medical schools are of a high grade. How can the 
pharmacist hold his own unless he is able to discuss intelligent- 
ly with the physician the pharmacy of the modern materia 
medica? 

The pharmacist of to-day must demonstrate that he is able 
to contribute his special share toward safer and more efficient 
medication. He must show that he possesses the ability to 
furnish uniform and reliable medicines; that he knows how to 
examine and verify their quality and strength; that he knows 
how to preserve them from change, and that he performs his 
duty faithfully. He must understand the processes of assay 
described in the pharmacopeia. 

In short, he must be a really competent pharmacist. If 
he is not, why should he not be abolished? If he is merely a 
buyer and seller of drugs and medicines he has absolutely no 
right that any other merchant does not possess in equal de- 
gree. 

Disaster to the profession of pharmacy will surely come 
sooner or later unless there shall be a change for the better, and 
that speedily. 

THE PHARMACY LAWS. 

Safety to the public is the object of the regulation of the 
practice of pharmacy by law. 

The greatest attainable degree of security against the 
dangers which necessarily attend the preparation and dis- 
pensing of medicines can be achieved in no other way than by 
restricting the practice of pharmacy to persons whose train- 
ing renders them fit to perform these important and responsi- 
ble services with intelligence, efficiency and seasoned reliability. 

In return for the protection enjoyed by the people through 
the pharmacy laws is given to the qualified pharmacist the sole 
right to dispense medicines. Here we have then a mutual 
agreement, a contract between the public and the pharmacist. 
The terms are necessarily dictated by the public, but it is never- 
theless a binding contract. 

There are many pharmacists who do not consider their ex- 
clusive privilege a valuable one. Their opinion, however, does 
not change the terms of their contract with the people, nor 
does it alter the fact that no person enters upon that contract 
except of his own free will. 

But the exclusive right to his own occupation, which the 
pharmacist possesses, is valuable. It is worth more than it 
costs him. The price consists of the acquirement of sufficient 
education to perform his duty properly, faithful service to 
the community and the expense of the machinery by which the 
pharmacy law is enforced. Every citizen, however, is in duty 
bound to perform his uses in the world properly and faith- 
fully, so that really all that the pharmacist pays for his special 
privilege is his registration fee and annual fee for the renewal 
of his license. 

Should the pharmacist not fulfill his part of the contract he 
thereby forfeits his rights under it, and it is certain that if 
the degeneration of pharmacy goes on and the people or the 
medical profession shall become convinced that the pharmacist 
is not sufficiently educated, not faithful to his trust, not safe, 
there will follow not an abrogation of the contract, but a new 
specification of its terms which will enforce better education, 
greater faithfulness, greater safety—terms which will prob- 
ably prove to be more onerous to the pharmacist if framed 
without his willing co-operation than they will be as long as 
he continues to take the initiative himself. 


No druggist should ever forget that his special license, which 
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distinguishes him from the grocer, the liquor dealer, the to- 
bacconist, the general dealer, refers solely to his services to 
the community as a dispenser and preparer of medicines. In 
his capacity as a pharmacist he is incidentally protected 
against general and excessive competition; but as a dealer in 
general merchandise, such as patent medicines, cigars, toilet 
articles, books, stationery and any other articles not of a 
pharmaceutical character, he stands in precisely the same posi- 
tion as other nontechnical shop keepers of whatever kind. 
When the druggist, in his endeavors to extend his purely 
commercial business, permits himself to minimize or neglect 
his really pharmaceutical work he is digging his own grave. 


DEFECTS OF AMERICAN PHARMACY LAWS. 


American pharmacy laws and regulations are mostly bur- 
lesque. 

In Maryland a pharmacy law was passed applying to all 
parts of the State except Talbot County. This would seem to 
indicate that it is not impossible that the next step might be 
to extend the operation of the law to such towns of Talbot 
County as may not object to it, while continuing the exemption 
in towns that do object. 

In one State, located in the extreme northwest corner of 
the United States, the Board of Pharmacy has declared a quar- 
antine against the rest of our common country, for under the 
discretionary powers conferred by the law the board has found 
it best to establish a geographical standard of excellence and 
finds no school of pharmacy satisfactory unless it is situated 
within the boundaries of that State. One would naturally ex- 
pect more liberal ideas in educational affairs. 

In countries where the regulation of pharmacy has been 
gradually perfected through centuries no person is permitted 
to enter a drug store as an apprentice unless his preliminary 
education is at least equal to that attained by a completed 
high school course. 

In our country, on the contrary, we have some pharmacy 
laws from which it may be plainly inferred that 14 years is 
a suitable age at which to undertake the task of learning the 
serious and responsible duties of pharmacy. 

Not one of our State laws prescribes any qualifications for 
apprentices. The boards of pharmacy in three States pre- 
scribe one year’s high school work as a preliminary to examina- 
tion for license—not for apprenticeship. 

One State orders one year’s high school work as a prelim- 
inary to special education in a pharmacy school. 

In most civilized countries no person is allowed a license to 
practice pharmacy as a principal unless he has satisfactorily 
completed a systematic course of special college education 
prescribed for that purpose and occupying his whole time and 
attention through at least two years of from seven to nine 
months each. In our country, so far, only three States demand 
any special college training for pharmacy—New York, Penn- 
sylvania and Wisconsin—and they have established these re- 
quirements within the last two years. 

In other countries it rarely, if ever, happens that any one 
can become a duly authorized principal or manager of a phar- 
macy at as early an age as 21 years. 2 

In some of our States the law declares that boys may open 
and conduct drug stores on their own account three years be- 
fore they have attained the age of legal responsibility. 

Several pharmacy laws order that graduates of all pharma- 
ceutical schools requiring four years’ drug store experience as 
a prerequisite to graduation shall be registered and licensed 
without question, while graduates of all other schools of phar- 
macy must undergo examination; and yet several of the schools 
not requiring drug store experience for graduation are supe- 
rior to several of the schools that do require it. 

Several pharmacy laws authorize the boards of pharmacy 
to issue licenses to practice pharmacy to persons without a 
day’s actual experience, the passing of the board examination 
being the sole prerequisite. 

In States where the pharmacy laws order that graduates 
of schools of pharmacy shall be licensed without examina- 
tion, nothing has been done to prevent the licensing of the 
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graduates of unfit institutions masquerading under the name 
of schools of pharmacy. 

The defects in our American pharmacy 
chargeable to the boards of pharmacy. Those laws are the 
work of our legislators. If the committees to which such laws 
are referred, and by which they are considered and reported 
back for adoption or rejection (or for further amendment or 
mutilation), would only call into consultation with them some 
men of experience and capacity familiar with the real re- 
quirements of pharmacy, the results would undoubtedly be 
much more satisfactory. Pharmacy boards and pharmaceuti- 
eal associations should watch legislation carefully, and should 
always send able, level-headed representatives to the seat of 
government whenever pharmaceutical legislation is on foot, to 
try to protect the people and the profession against unwise 
measures. I fear there is much truth in the complaint, often 
heard, that such matters are either wholly neglected or that 
the men selected to look after them are not men of sufficient 
strength and ability to accomplish much. The result is neces- 
sarily that the legislators, who know little or nothing about 
the whole question, must either do nothing or proceed blindly. 


(To be continued.) 


laws are not 


PERFUMERY MATERIALS, NATURAL AND ARTIFICIAL.’ 
By EpwIn H. Bure, 
New York. 

Inasmuch as there are no rules for the guidance of the 
manufacturing perfumer for the artistic combination of odor- 
ous materials, he must of necessity be dependent upon his 
imagination and inspiration, and upon the full realization of 
this fact will depend his success. The French manufacturers 
have long since comprehended this fact, which is without ques- 
tion the reason why French perfumes have attained such pre- 
eminence the world over. In America the spirit of commercial- 
ism has to a great degree crushed and hampered this artistic 
spirit, and if any words, work or influence of mine can arouse, 
encourage and stimulate the independent and original artistic 
spirit in American perfumery and thereby pave the way for 
greater commercial success for the American perfumer, I shall 
be more than compensated for all my efforts in this direction. 
In addition to the artistic spirit and inspiration necessary to 
the successful composition of perfumes it is always most im- 
portant, yes, absolutely essential, that the manufacturing per- 
fumer must have the most intelligent and comprehensive know]l- 
edge of all the materials entering into such compositions, and 
in this direction I am satisfied that the educated pharmacist 
possesses qualifications which specially suit him for this work. 
In fact, it is my opinion that the best perfumes of the future 
will be found among the educated pharmacists of the-country. 

THE INDUSTRY OF NATURAL PERFUMES 
has existed in France for ages. It is localized in the Depart- 
ment of the Alpes-Maritimes and, in the case of certain special 
products, in some of the neighboring departments. Its center 
is Grasse, where the factories are collected which are fed by 
the floral plantations of the district. Grasse and its district 
are placed, as regards climate, in an exceptional situation. Its 
inhabitants, who have been able to create this industry there 
and who, whatever may be said, have always kept it in line 
with the march of ideas and of improvements in the methods 
of working and appliances, will not easily allow themselves to 
be despoiled of the supremacy they have acquired. An industry, 
which prepares products such as those which I am going to 
show you, is neither stationary nor in decay. The considerable 
development and the remarkable progress of the method of 
volatile solvents in the south of France is a manifest proof of 
the care with which the perfumers of the Alpes-Maritimes are 
constantly seeking to improve their products. Grasse supplies 
the perfumery trade with products extracted from the flowers 
which grow upon its soil; the rose, orange flower, violet, jas- 
min, cassie mimosa and tuberose. It is impossible for me to 
enter into details as to the processes employed for this ex- 


1 Read before the College of Pharmacy of Columbia University, Jan- 
uary 16, 1906. See page 47. 
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traction, but I may briefly outline them as follows. 
three in number: 


They are 


DISTILLATION WITH STEAM. 
The first, the most ancient, is distillation with steam. It 
is practiced to-day with highly perfected apparatus, heated by 
steam. It yields essential oils, which are generally oily liquids 
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almost insoluble in water, which do not always resemble exactly 
the perfume of the flower, but which, nevertheless, possess 
special properties, mainly of tenacity, which cause them to 
enter into all the preparations of perfumery. 

THE USE OF FIXED SOLVENTS. 

The second process for the extraction of the perfume of 
flowers involves the use of fixed solvents. This process has 
also been practised for a very long time. It consists in placing 
the flowers in contact with fatty bodies, either solid or liquid, 
which absorb the perfume. There are thus obtained pomades 
or perfumed fats, which are then carefully exhausted with 
aleohol, which extracts the perfume and which can then be 
utilized by the perfumer. Lard is generally employed as the 
solid fatty body ; it is melted and mixed with the flowers. After 
remaining for some time in contact, the perfumed fat is sepa- 
rated from the exhausted flowers by filtration and pressure. 
Several successive macerations are performed with fresh flow- 
ers. This is the process of hot maceration. In the case of 
jasmin and tuberose, the flowers are placed in contact with 





Gathering Violets Near Grasse. 


the fat at the ordinary temperature in wooden frames having 
glass bottoms on which the fat or oil, held by a coarse cloth, 
is spread. This is the process of coid enfleurage. 

THE USE OF VOLATILE SOLVENTS. 

The third process involves the use of volatile solvents and 
is more modern than the preceding. Its origination is at- 
tributed to a chemist named Robiquet. After numerous ex- 
periments the manufacturers of Grasse succeeded, a short time 
ago, in completely solving the problem of extracting faithfully 
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with all their characteristics the subtle aromas of flowers. 
The “ parfums solides” thus extracted by digestion of the flow- 
ers with light petroleum spirit and evaporation of the latter 
under vacuum, occur in the form of waxy masses, frequently 
colored. As a matter of fact, the solvent becomes charged not 
only with the odoriferous matter, but also with vegetable fatty 
matters similar to beeswax and with coloring matters. Manu- 
facturers who have succeeded particularly in this branch of 
the industry have conceived the idea of preparing in a more 
utilizable from the odorous bodies thus extracted. Their “ es- 
sences liquides,” a collection of which I place before you, con- 
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tain the“same quantity of perfume as an equal weight of the 
“parfume solide.” Proceeding further, they have prepared, 
by methods which are not divulged, the actual odorous matter 
of the flower, without any vehicle. Here you see a collection 
of these absolute flower essences. Some of them have a con- 
siderable intrinsic value. The absolute flower essence of violet 
costs no less than 15,000 francs per kilogram. 
TROPICAL PRODUCTS. 

Side by side with these products yielded by French soil the 
perfumer also employs a multitude of materials imported from 
abroad, which are mostly derived from the Far East. I will 
mention the essential oils of Mexican linalees, of the female 
rosewood of Guiana, those of ylang-ylang from the Philippines 
and cananga from Java, the various oils from the British 
Indies, the various oils of cinnamon from China and Ceylon 
and of cloves and patchouly. For the majority of these 
products we are indebted to the British colonies. 

ARTIFICIAL PERFUMES. 

It would be most interesting to follow from the beginning 
the wonderful development of these products, but the limited 
time at my disposal forbids it. Neither am I capable nor would 
I think of attempting such a scientific problem before this 
company of gentlemen, all of whom know infinitely more of 
chemistry and chemical problems than I do. However, I am 
perfectly safe in saying that synthesis commences where 
analysis leaves off, and that the former is dependent upon the 
progress of the latter. The manufacturer of artificial perfumes 
to-day is aiming at a two-fold object. First, the reproduction 
of the natural perfumes by means of chemical methods and, 
second, the preparation of products possessing odors hitherto 
unknown, which may add new notes to the scale at the dis- 
posal of the perfumer, and it may be said that at the present 
time they are chiefly concerned in extending the series of per- 
fumes without striving after an absolute imitation of nature’s 
products. From this point of view the industry of artificial 
perfumes is capable of a very great development, for the rea- 
son that it thus adds great and useful support to the origin- 
ality of the perfumer. At first, the question presented itself as 


to whether the discovery of chemical perfumes was not likely 
to paralyze the development of the natural perfume industry. 
On the contrary, the prosperity of the industry of natural raw 
materials has not ceased to increase since the introduction of 
artificial perfumes. 


The only consequence, fortunately, has 
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been a formidable increase in the production of perfumery. 
Thanks to the chemical products, the perfumer and the soap 
manufacturer have been enabled to turn out articles at very 
low prices, which have immediately found a new clientele. 
One of the most prominent characteristics of the social history 
of our time has been the progress of the lower classes towards 
a comfort, one may say a luxury, hitherto reserved only for the 
privileged class. ‘This tendency is found in a particularly 
marked degree so far as the use of the products of perfumery 
is concerned. At the present day the poorest artisan uses 
scented soap, which he can procure at a trifling price. The use 
of eau de Cologne, aromatic vinegars, toilet waters and hand- 
kerchief scents has become general. This increase of produc- 
tion has taken place owing to the employment of artificial 
products, which place at the disposal of the perfumer, at a 
moderate price, a considerable strength of perfume, but at 
the same time and in a perfectly parallel manner, the con- 
sumption of natural products has increased, a fact which is 
easily understood. 

The definite chemical product cannot, in any case, suffice for 
the composition of an harmonious perfume. The conjoint use 
of natural products, in however small a quantity, is necessary. 
In support of my statement I may quote some typical examples. 
Since the discovery of vanillin, vanilla has always been cul- 
tivated, the importation has not diminished and prices have 
been maintained. Artificial vanillin has found an enormous 
outlet in confectionery for flavoring the products of. everyday 
sale, while the manufacture of high class articles has con- 
tinued to utilize the-vanilla pod. Nearer home, it might have 
been thought that the discovery of ionone would be likely to 
ruin the cultivation of the iris and the violet. It has been 
found necessary, on the contrary, to extend considerably the 
cultivation of the flower, and the manufacturers of the natural 
product have had a difficulty in supplying the demand. The 
reason is that the employment of ionone, enabling the per- 
fumer to reproduce the aroma of the flower with greater facil- 
ity, has led to the creation of a multitude of articles which 
have enjoyed and still enjoy a well deserved vogue. Now 
ionone alone cannot be employed for making up these articles; 
it has to be combined with tincture of orris root, violet and 
various other natural products, the consumption of which has 
increased in consequence. I might further quote the case of 
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musk, neither the consumption nor the price of which has de- 
creased since the appearance of Baur’s musk. 
I will now speak of a few of the principal artificial products. 
ARTIFICIAL MUSK. 

A very long time ago it was noticed that the nitration of 
certain bodies yielded products endowed with a faint, musk- 
like odor. None of the substances so described obtained any 
employment in perfumery. In 1888 A. Baur took out a patent 
for a substitute for musk, obtained by nitrating butyl-toluene. 

IONONE. 

The chemical history of ionone falls into the chapter opened 
up ten years ago, which contains a multitude of facts concern- 
ing the history of linalool, gernaiol and citral. Discovered in 
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1893 by Tiemann, it is derived from citral, an aldehyde con- 
tained in the essential oils of lemon and lemongrass. Citral 
when shaken with acetone in the presence of a weak alkaline 
agent, such as baryta water, yields by Claisen’s reaction a 
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ketone possessing three double bonds. This ketone possesses 
no characteristic odor. When heated with a dilute acid, such 
as sulphuric acid, it undergoes a peculiar isomeric change into 
the geranic series; the chain is closed and ionone is obtained. 
This componnd possesses such favorable properties that it was 
immediately adopted with enthusiasm by the perfumery trade. 
Indeed, in a state of extreme dilution it evolves a very char- 
acteristic odor of violets. 
VANILLIN. 

The synthetical reproduction of vanillin, the predominant 
odorous principle of the vanilla pod, is due to the work of 
Tiemann and his collaborators. After experiments of little 
practical interest performed with coniferin, the preparation 
of vanillin really entered the industrial arena in 1876, when 
Tiemann and Nagai established the fact that it could be pro- 
duced by the oxidation of acetyl-eugenol by potassium per- 
manganate. The second step in advance effected in this manu- 
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facture was the discovery by Tiemann, in 1890, of isoeugenol. 
Now the production of vanillin is an immense industry and the 
price of the product under the influence of active competition 
has fallen to an astonishingly low figure. 

While it is true that artificial perfumes have done much in 
extending the demand for perfumes among the humbler classes 
of society, yet it must be added that these artificial perfumes 
are not used exclusively for the preparation of cheap per- 
fumes. They also have a place in fine perfumery, and skillfully 
used they are capable of increasing the beauty of the sweetest 
perfumes and developing their originality, on the express condi- 
tion that they are accompanied by a large proportion of natural 
products; consequently it is impossible at the present time to 
conceive the employment of one class of products to the ex- 
clusion of the other. In fact the introduction of the artificial 
perfumes has increased instead of diminished the demand for 
the natural perfumery product. 
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REMEDIES OF YE OLDEN TIMES. 


“ Kronos,” in the Pharmaceutical Journal, gives some speci- 
mens of ancient remedies. The oldest formula he has met 
with for 

UNGUENTUM POPULEUM 


in the “ Pharmacopea Amstelredamensis,” published in 1639, 
reads as follows: 


RB Oculorum, sew Gemmarum Populi recentium, Libras 

tres. Axungize porcinz recentis insulse, Libras sex. 

Gemme Populi contundantur & macerentur in Axungia, 

donec sequentes herbe collecte fuerint. 

K Herb. Bardane, 

Herb. Hyoscyami. 

Herb. Lactuce, 

Herb. Mandragore, 

Herb. Papaveris nigri, 

Herb. Sempervivi majoris, 

Herb. Sempervivi minoris, 

Herb. Solani, 

Herb. Violarum, 

Herb. Umbilici Veneris, aut Portulace, 

Cymarum rubi tenerrimarum ana Manipulos duos. 

Que contuse Arungia & Oculis Populi coquantur ad con- 

sumptionem humiditatis: fiatque s. a. Unguentum. 

Salmon’s formula (1683) contained very similar ingre- 
dients, but in addition he ordered a considerable quantity of 
opium (3vi. to lb. viii. of lard), which he recommended to be 
dissolved 1n vinegar, or spirit of wine, and inspissated before 
adding to the other ingredients. This preparation was a pow- 
erful sedative, and of such a different nature from the official 
Unguentum Populeum that it ought not to have been pre- 
scribed under the same name. 


OLEUM POPULEUM. 


Besides the Poplar Ointment there was in general use an 
oil made from poplar buds in this manner: 


OGM OCsDOUIAUM ois ies ese ceviedeccee de De Th 
PCR WO WIE oe scce case secocerecses p. iiij. 
SICOUIOUN cies cndiad <osee vernsins tne w'slaens p. viij. 


First bruise the buds and infuse them in the wine and oyl 
seven days, then boy] and press out. 


OIL OF PETRE. 


This has been a medicinalagent as long as it has beenknown., 
Its virtues are not the result of modern discovery, although 
its vices may have been more manifest to some of us since the 
invention of motor-cars. A seventeenth-century writer says 
of it that “‘Oleum Petrae, or Rock Oyl, is a liquamen or fat 
flowing from rocks and stones, it is hot and dry, digests, dis- 
solves, is Cephalick, Arthritick, Anodyne, and of thin parts. 
It comforts and strengthens the Nerves and Brain, consoli- 
dates Wounds and heals them. The spirit thereof helps ulcer- 
ated kibes and chilblains, being applyed with Spirit of Wine. 
It is extraordinary good against Convulsions, Palsies, Numb- 
ness, and fits of the Mother.’”’ Pomet and Lemery wrote of it 
in similar terms. But this rock oil was not necessarily the 
only article to which the name of “ Oil of Petre” was appli- 
cable, as we find there was a balsamic oil, used for internal 
and external application, which bore the name of “ Oyl of 
Peter de Ebano” (Oleum Balsami Petri de Ebano). This is 
the recipe for it:— 

R of Myrrh, Aloes, Spicknard, Dragon’s Blood, Frank- 
incense, Mumany, Opopoynax, Carpo Balsam, Bdellium, 
Ammoniacum, Scarcocolla, Saffron, Mastich, Gum Arabick, 
liquid Storax, Labdanum, Castor ana 3ij.: Musk 3ss.: 
Turpentine the weight of them all: being bruised and 
beaten let them be mixt and distilled in B.M. (balneum 
mariae). 

The dose of it was from 6 to 15 or 20 drops. Besides: cur- 
ing wounds “it cures the Palsey and all the Vices of the 
Nerves: helps the Palpitation and Trembling of the Heart as 
also Swooning fits. It takes away Sadness and 
Melancholy.” 

POPYLION. 

From a very quaint book published 250 years ago the fol- 
lowing recipe for making Popylion, or Populion is given. This 
article was evidently used as a variant on the Unguentum 
Populeum and the Oleum Populeum. 
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To Make Popylion. 

Take the buds of the Popler Tree, pure water, take 
Henbane, take Plantane, take Morell, take Orpen, take 
Houslike, take Sempervive, take Endine, take Violets, take 
Watercreases, take Dayses the white and red, take Rib- 
wort, take Stonecrop, take Aragon, take Tonnow. 

POMANDERS. 

The decadents of modern life differ in one respect at least 
from those of former ages; they are not so much given to 
the affectation of perfumes. The lady, however, still carries 
her sachet powder, but she does not prepare it herself, as did 
her ancestors, neither does she know that the practice is merely 
a modification of that of carrying pomanders. The pomander 
was a perfumed ball hung around the neck or waist. The 
word is probably of French origin—pomme d’ambre, an apple 
of amber. Amber signified in this case the Oriental amber 
or ambergris, if we may judge from this recipe published with 
several other similar ones in 1655: 

To make a costly Pomander or counterfeit Amber. 

Take a quarter and a halfe of Amber, and a quarter of 
Musk, and beat them in a Morter with gum Dragagante 
dissolved in Rose-water, but you must make it thick, then 
take it in the palm of your hand, your hand being anoynted 
first with oile of Beniamyn, or in some sweet oile cleaving 
to your hands, and so Oile it round like balls, and put 
them on a string, and let them dry betwixt two papers and 
wrap them up close. 

PERFUME FOR GLOVES. 

It rarely happens that our customers bring their gloves 
to our establishments to have them perfumed. There are not 
a few pharmacists still living who will remember that this 
was not an uncommon practice some years ago. The gloves 
were laid in boxes containing sachet powders, and were not, 
as in olden days, directly treated with perfumes. What our 
ancestors thought requisite even in the stern days of Crom- 
well was of a much more elaborate nature: 

To Perfume Gloves. , 

Take Damask water two or three peniworth and put it 
in a pewter dish, and lay the Gloves in it one night, and 
one day, with a little turning now and then that they may 
be thoroughly wet. Then take them out and put in your 
bosome two or three days till they be drye, then take one 
ounce and a halfe of cloves beaten in fine pouder, and put 
it into the same water, stir them together, and lay it upon 
the Gloves, and wet the Gloves therewith, and dry them as 
before. Then take Storax liquida a great weight, and 
halfe a pound of Almondes or more, and an ounce and a 
halfe of Beniamyn in fyne powder, and mingle them 
together in a Morter, and anoynt thy gloves therewith. 
Then take Muske four or five graines, and mix it with a 
drop or two of good Damaske water. And grind it small, 
and lay it with your finger upon the turning down of the 
Gloves, and so drye them alwayes in your bosome. 

OIL OF SWALLOWS. 

In the poorer districts of town and country alike the peo- 
ple still cling tenaciously to remedies the names of which 
have lost their meaning. Two of the commonest of these 
are the oil of swallows, and the oi! of bricks. I have a rare 
volume entitled “ Natura Exenterata” containing many quaint 
recipes, and from it the following method of making oil of 
swallows is taken :— 

Oyle of Swallows. 

Take young Swallows, beat them feathers and all, and 
take a handfull of the crops of Rosemary, of Lavender 
Cotton, of Strawberry leaves and strings and all, of each 
a handfull, beat the herbs and swallows together, and 
put to them a quantity of May butter, boy] them in an 
earthen pot, stop it close, and let it stand nine daies, then 
boyl it again, and strain it, and put it into a glass. 


Confounding a Name. 

We would suggest to the editor of Meyer Brothers’ Druggist 
the wisdom of preceding his customary telegram of congratula- 
tion to State associations assembled in annual convention with 
a printed form of title, for State association secretaries seem 
to be shockingly ignorant of the real name of the journal and 
frequently confound it with a firm name, as in the case of the 
secretary of the North Dakota association, who renders it 
“Meyer Brothers, druggists.” 
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REACTIONS OF SOME NEW REMEDIES. 


The behavior of certain medicinal chemicals of recent in- 
troduction with reagents is described in an article by L. Ro- 
senthaler in the Deutsch-Amerikanische Apotheker Zeitung, 
which is translated in Merck’s Report as follows: 

Acetanilide gives with Millon’s reagent a yellowish-green 
color which gradually changes into orange and finally into a 
dark brown. The liquid remains clear. (Compare phenace- 
tin.) 

Acoin.—The precipitate which forms with bromine water 
appears first green, but soon turns to brown, and then quickly 
to violet. 

Anesthesin.—Its solution in glacial acetic acid gives with 
lead peroxide a red color. On dissolving it in concentrated 
sulphuric acid, the addition of a drop of nitric acid develops 
a yellowish-green color. On diluting the solution with water 
and supersaturating with sodium-hydroxide solution, the color 
is changed to red. 

Arrhenal dissolved in water gives with a solution of stan- 
nous chloride in hydrochloric acid a precipitate which is at 
first whitish, but soon darkens to a violet color, and for some 
time remains suspended in the liquid (colloidal arsenic?) ; the 
precipitate deposits in the form of brownish-black flocks, and 
finally again goes into solution. 

Aspirin is dissolved with the aid of aqueous solution of 
sodium carbonate until the solution reacts slightly acid or is 
neutral. Ferric chloride added to the solution develops in it 
a light-brown precipitate; copper sulphate affords a brown- 
ish-green precipitate. 

Bismuth subgallate, 
phuric acid, becomes violet. 
gallic acid. 

Epicarin.—A dark-green color is developed when epicarin 
is dissolved in concentrated sulphuric acid and a drop of for- 
maldehyde added. 

Guaiacol carbonate——On adding a 0.5 per cent. solution of 
sodium nitrite to a solution of guaiacol carbonate in concen- 
trated sulphuric acid, a reddish-violet color develops. 

Todol, when heated with a solution of sodium hydroxide 
and then with chloroform, colors the aqueous liquid violet, 
while the chloroform gradually acquires a deep violet-red 
color. 

Lactophenin.—The alcoholic solution gives with ferric chlo- 
ride a brownish-red color. 

Mesotan gives with concentrated sulphuric acid a deep red 
color, and at the same time colored clots appear in the liquid. 
(The action is caused by the coexistence of salicylic acid and 
formaldehyde in the liquid.) 

Alphanaphtol.—When alphanaphtol is heated with a little 
formaldehyde and hydrochloric acid until the condensation 
product acquires a reddish tint, the liquid develops a blue 
or bluish-green color on adding sodium-hydroxide solution, and 
red flocks separate when an acid is added. The addition of a 
sodium-hydroxide solution redissolves the precipitate, and the 
solution again acquires a blue color. Betanaphtol also gives 
with hydrochloric acid and formaldehyde a red condensation 
product, but the liquid remains colorless on adding sodium- 
hydroxide solution. « 

Neuronal.—An aqueous solution of neuronal gives with 
Nessler’s reagent an immediate whitish precipitate; if first 
heated with sodium-hydroxide solution, however, the precipi- 
tate does not appear. 

Nirvanin.—The orange-colored liquid which is formed after 
a few minutes by the action of nitric acid (sp. gr. 14) upon 
nirvanin, becomes brownish-red or blood-red on supersatura- 
tion with sodium-hydroxide solution. 

Orerine.—The solution in concentrated sulphuric acid, on 
adding a drop of nitric acid, becomes green, with a reddish 
margin occasionally. On adding water and supersaturating 
with sodium-hydroxide solution, a yellow precipitate develops 
in the yellow liquid. 

Orthoform new, when treated as detailed under orexine 
with sulphuric acid, nitric acid, and sodium-hydroxide solu- 
tion, gives on adding the nitric acid a reddish or bluish-violet 


when heated with concentrated sul- 
The reaction is caused by the 
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color, becoming red on the addition of sodium-hydroxide solu- 
tion. The solution of orthoform in glacial acetic acid gives 
with lead peroxide a beautiful green color. 

Phenacetin with Millon’s reagent gives a color gradually 
deepening to an intense violet, which after a short time passes 
into a brownish-red and finally into a light brown. In the 
liquid are found yellowish crystals of nitrophenacetin. This 
reaction takes place similarly with other phenetidid, for in- 
stance, lactophenin, citrophen, and phenetidin citrate, give with 
Millon’s reagent an immediate violet color. 

Pyramidon.—In an aqueous solution of pyramidon there 
appears, on adding a little iodopotassium iodide, a dark (brown 
or blackish) precipitate which soon dissolves, while the liquid 
takes on a violet color. On again cautiously adding iodopotas- 
sium iodide, the reactions can be repeated till finally, when 
sufficient reagent is added, the precipitate is permanent. 

Saccharin.—Sprinkle some saccharin 300 times sweeter than 
sugar upon a solution of alphanaphtol in concentrated sulphuric 
acid; first the saccharin, and then the liquid, becomes violet. 
Saccharin 500 times sweeter than sugar gives a reaction so 
slight that it can hardly be noticed. It cannot consequently 
be a question of the reaction of the saccharin, but of one of 
its impurities, most probably parasulphaminbenzoic acid. With 
a preparation of this acid at the disposal of the author, the 
reaction was indeed very sharp. The violet color produced 
with alphanaphtol and sulphuric acid can serve as a proof 
of the presence of parasulphaminbenzoic acid, and, by means 
of a colorimetric comparison, it could also serve for the quan- 
titative determination, provided carbohydrates, which also give 
with alphanaphtol and sulphuric acid a similar color, are ex- 
cluded. 

Tannoform.—On shaking tannoform with water and over- 
laying the mixture on concentrated sulphuric acid, there devel- 
ops a bluish-green ring, the color of which gradually passes 
over into the sulphuric acid. 

Vioform.—The alcoholic solution affords with ferric chlo- 
ride a green color; this color is also afforded with Millon’s 
reagent. 

Yohimbine, when dissolved in concentrated sulphuric acid, 
gives on. the addition of nitric acid blue and green streaks, 
and the liquid finally becomes yellowish. When dissolved in 
Millon’s reagent, the liquid becomes immediately a dark brown- 
red. 





The Peroxides of the Alkali Earths. 


A valuable contribution to our knowledge of the peroxides 
of the alkali earths was made at this month’s meeting of the 
Society of Chemical Industry, held at the Chemists’ Club, 108 
West Fifty-fifth street, New York, last Friday evening, the 
authors of the paper being Dr. Richard von Foregger, of the 
Roessler & Hasslacher Chemical Company, and Dr. Herbert 
Philipp. 

Numerous compounds are known for their oxidizing prop- 
erties, instances being bichromates, permanganates, hydrogen 
dioxide, the halogens, etc., but their application is restricted, 
while the peroxides of the alkali earths are capable of liberating 
their available oxygen readily, leaving behind either an inert 
solid residue, or a soluble salt of a harmless nature. 

Calcium peroxide is described in the text books as a product 
obtained by the action of hydrogen dioxide on lime water. It 
occurs in fine needle-like crystals of a bulky nature. Dr. von 
Foregger, who read the paper, gave an intimate account of the 
chemistry of the substance, which he said was the most stable 
of the peroxides of the alkali earths. It has the advantage 
over calcium permanganate of being nonhygroscopic, while a 
sulphuric acid solution of this yields nothing but nascent oxy- 
gen, or hydrogen dioxide, with calcium sulphate as a by product. 
Strontium peroxide, dehydrated, contains 85 per cent. of stron- 
tium dioxide, the remainder being strontium hydrate. Like 
calcium peroxide it is very stable in a dry atmosphere even at 
high temperatures and’ can be heated up to 150° C. without 
loss of available oxygen. Magnesium peroxide was described 


as a white amorphous powder which the authors think is in 
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reality perhydrate of magnesium, and that obtainable in the 
European and American markets is a compound of both, ac- 
companied with water of crystallization. Magnesium peroxide 
is soluble in 14,550 parts of water at 20° C. Suspended in 
water it liberates its available oxygen more quickly than does 
zine peroxide, but slower than calcium or strontium peroxides. 
It reacts with acids and certain organic matter in a similar 
way to the other peroxides. Zinc peroxide differs from cal- 
cium and strontium peroxide in having no water of crystal- 
lization and in the fact that it forms no perhydrate. In con- 
stitution it is believed to be a mixture of zine peroxide 
(averaging 50 per cent.), zinc hydrate and free moisture. It 
forms a dense yellowish-white powder of strong antiseptic 
properties, with the advantage over other antiseptics of being 
odorless and non-irritant. 

Dr. von Foregger gave ap interesting account of the applica- 
tion of the peroxides in the industries. Calcium peroxide has 
been found a splendid bleaching agent for oils. Its use as a 
preservative of food substances has been suggested. All that 
was said about the application of calcium peroxide applied 
as well, the authors said, to magnesium peroxide, but the lat- 
ter had the added advantage of being capable of internal ad- 
ministration, its main value in the latter use consisting of its 
pronounced metabolism and as an internal disinfectant. Stron- 
tium peroxide has been recommended as a basis of oxygenated 
tooth powders, on account of its solubility in water without the 
aid of acids. The buccal secretions being alkaline in reaction, 
a peroxide requiring the intervention of an acid to decompose 
it would be ineffective. 

In closing Dr. von Foregger suggested the use of calcium 
peroxide as a preservative of milk. Milk so treated would 
obviate the necessity of the use of lime water as an adjuvant 
in infant feeding. Milk treated with calcium peroxide would, 
he said, bear in itself the prevention of abnormal fermentation. 

An interesting feature of the meeting was a paper on the 
Cuban Sugar Industry, with illustrations, by W. D. Horne. 
Professor Baskerville gave an account of the Uses of the Rare 
Earth. 


_ Syrup of Bromoform for Whooping Cough.—The follow- 
ing formula is given in a recent number of the Bulletin Géné- 
ral de thérapeutique for a compound syrup of bromoform: 


PR OMIIORGROIN fe: /eaers/e'ele ee) waleieelacre hoe Gm, 1 
CODON N64 185-6 sea. Ramentau a Meee da Gm. 0.5 
Tincture of aconite root (French)...Gm. 10 
PERO cela icis see cee ele On ne esas eee’ Gm. 40 
syrup of cherry Jaurel .......0..6<0< ym. 250 
RAY EUNED OP CONES oii) 66:6 4% 0.8 64's So cavewe Gm. 250 
Syrup of Dessartz (see below)...... Gm. 450 


A tablespoonful of this syrup contains 0.02 Gm. of bromo- 
form and 0.01 Gm. of codeine. The syrup of Dessartz, which 
is not familiar to American readers, is also known as the 
compound syrup of ipecac, or as the pectoral syrup of Des- 


sartz. It is composed as follows: , 
Parts. 
EMME ast aiaha Annie otal gcneecot lacaiereceieaioisele’saaceia 30 
MOMERMNAM ER a 2) a asa] su a 1h ox 6x0 Wh ol Fo Aine ale TEL 100 
REN EM MRM OEE so 15Ve ac Nes feial shy - 5 bi haw ne er ehoor eieelase 30 
UNE IMIENN 55 055.9: dss Ges, 0 0.0 wd 0 ev bdiane.elae-es 125 
PEIGRNCSIUM SUIDDATE 2... 6.0 cccccccecescs 100 
UUM EBS VRRINENEN fs o.lar'5. 9: o'er b'eh'n'el a &.Sc¥"s\a) 8 b-RUGX weg 750 
Orange HOWEF WACERs 66 oc occccccccceecs 750 


Sugar, a sufficient quantity. 


The ipecac and the senna should be macerated in the wine 
for twelve hours, and the product strained and filtered. The 
residue is mixed with the other ingredients, and 3,000 parts of 
boiling water poured upon the mixture, which is infused for 
six hours, strained and expressed. The product is mixed with 
the vinous solution, and the orange flower water containing 
the magnesium sulphate is added. ‘To 100 parts of this mixture 
190 parts of sugar are added, and a syrup is made by simple 
solution on the water bath. This syrup is an old and well 
tried remedy for whooping cough in children, the dose of 
which is from 30 to 60 Gms. daily, according to Dorvault 
(“L’Officine.” ninth edition, 1875, page 862). 
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Cream of Current Literature 


A summary of the leading articles in contemporary pharmaceutical periodicals. 


L 





Capsic Acid, the Active Principle of Pimenta.—Gabriel de 
la Puerta (Anales de la Sociedad Espanola de fisica y quimica, 
1905, November 23) discovered the irritant principle of pimeta, 
which he has named capsie acid. This principle has never been 
obtained before in the pure state. Capsicine, discovered by 
Braconnot, is not a definite substance, while Thresch’s capsii- 
cine does not present the characters of an acid. According to 
De la Puerta, capsic acid is obtained by triturating the seeds 
and macerating them in alcohol at 70 degrees, evaporating the 
product upon the water bath, and thus obtaining a yellowish 
mass partly soluble in water, the solutions having an acid re- 
action. This solution is precipitated with sulphuretted hydro- 
gen, and by filtering the liquid and evaporating it on the water 
bath capsic acid is obtained. It occurs in the pericarp of 
pimenta, as well as in the seed. The drug contains 0.3 per cent. 
of this acid. 


A Rapid Method for Preparing Paregoric.—Forget (Réper- 
toire Pharmacie, December, 1905, p. 534) suggests the fol- 
lowing method of preparing the elixir of paregoric of the 
French Codex, without being obliged to delay the process for 
several days by macerating the ingredients, as the French for- 
mula prescribes. The United States Pharmacopeia VIII re- 
quires three days’ maceration of all the ingredients, followed 
by filtration and the addition of diluted alcohol. The French 
author takes the necessary amounts of benzoic acid, of oil 
of anise and of camphor, and dissolves them in 390 Gms. of 
90 per cent. alcohol. He next dissolves 3 Gms. of the extract 
of opium (not employing the powdered opium, as prescribed 
in the U. S. P.) in 260 Gms. of hot distilled water. To this 
solution he adds the alcoholic solution mentioned above, al- 
lows the mixture to cool, and filters. The preparation keeps 
without any deposit forming. The gist of this formula, there- 
fore, is the employment of the extract of opium in place of 
the powdered opium, thus obviating the necessity for macerat- 


ing. 


The Freezing Point of Codliver Oil.—Barthe (Bulletin des 
sciences pharmacologique, October, 1905) insists upon the value 
of the freezing point of codliver oil as an aid in the recognition 
of the best kinds of oil, and thinks that the pharmacopeias 
should define a definite freezing point for codliver oil as a part 
of the official requirements. He gives the results of his observa- 
tions upon two samples of codliver oil, having been attracted to 
this problem by the experience of Moreau and Bietrix, who 
showed that a perfectly pure codliver oil may become clouded 
in winter, owing to the fact that it has not been subjected to 
a preliminary cooling and filtration. The reactions which have 
been recommended hitherto as indicative of strict purity in cod- 
liver oil are not very exact, and in commerce the usual test has 
been permanent clearness of the oil at 0 degree C. Since the 
researches of the two French observers named have shown that 
perfectly pure oil may become clouded at a low temperature this 
test obviously no longer obtains. According to Barthe, codliver 
oil exposed for three hours to form 4.5 to 3.5 degrees C. be- 
comes slightly clouded. At 2 degrees, with an exposure of two 
hours, the first sample examined became completely solid. This 
same oil when immersed in melting ice at zero for an hour be- 
came completely solid at the end of that time, while at —1 de- 
gree C. it became solid at the end of five minutes. Cryoscopy 


(determining the freezing point with a Beckmann apparatus) 
showed that this oil becomes cloudy at —2 degrees C., and does 
not freeze until a temperature of —6 degrees is reached. 

The second sample did not freeze until the thermometer fell 
to —6.9 degrees C., but became a solid block at the end of an 
hour when exposed to the temperature of melting ice at zero 
for that length of time, after it had been subjected to a succes- 


sion of lower temperatures for varying periods of time. This 
shows therefore that under certain conditions genuine codliver 
oil can become solid at zero C. The commission at present re- 
vising the Codex might well look into this matter and deter- 
mine the method of employing the freezing test for detecting 
impure codliver oils. 


Practical Points in Testing for Albumin in the Urine.— 
Jacquemet (Dauphiné médical, 1905, Nos. 3, 4 and 5) gives an 
interesting summary of the precautions to be taken for testing 
for albumin in the urine and of the sources of error that obtain 
in the use of the various reagents. A very frequent cause of 
error is the presence of urates, especially the acid urate of 
sodium, when present in a quantity exceeding 60 or 70 Cc. per 
liter. The urates cause confusion in all cases in which nitric, 
citric, acetic and other acids are employed, and also in the use 
of potassium ferrocyanide, ammonium sulphate, etc. We must 
remember, however, that deposit of urates dissolves on gently 
heating. The only way to avoid all errors is to eliminate the uric 
acid from the sample. This may be done by adding ammonium 
chloride to the amount of 30 or 35 per cent. and allowing the 
urine to stand for half an hour, whereupon the usual reagents can 
be tried without being interfered with by the ammoniacal salt. 
Two exceptions, however, obtain to this rule—namely, Esbach’s 
solution and potassium ferrocyanide—both of which are inter- 
fered with by the presence of the ammonium salts. In the use 
of the nitric acid test (Heller’s) the source of error next in 
importance to that entailed by the presence of urates is the 
existence of albumose in the urine. The precipitate which re- 
sults should be always decanted with pipette, and is soluble 
upon the application of heat in contact with the precipitate of 
albumin. Another important source of error is the presence of 
“resins ” such as that of sandal wood, copaiba, turpentine, etc., 
which form a ring in the nitric acid test. The presence of these 
resins should therefore be excluded. 


Fluid Extract of Licorice.—Pégurier (Bulletin des Sciences 
Pharmacologique, October, 1905) suggests to the commission 
at present engaged in revising the French Codex the introduc- 
tion of fluid extract of glycyrrhyza, in addition to those al- 
ready decided upon. This extract is used a great deal in 
England and in the United States for sweetening mixtures or 
for masking the bitter taste of drugs. The Russian Pharmaco- 
peia adds‘a certain amount of the extract of licorice to the 
fluid extract of buckthorn, and, according to Pégurier, licorice 
extract could be advantageously added to the fluid extract of 
eascara sagrada in such a manner as to obtain a mixture 
containing equal parts of each of these extracts. The fluid 
extract of licorice is also useful for masking the taste of 
golden seal, and Pégurier suggests the addition of two parts 
of the licorice extract to one part of that of golden seal. 
Pégurier prefers the method of preparation of the fluid ex- 
tract of licorice prescribed in the British Pharmacopeia. One 
kilo of the coarsely powdered root is macerated for 24 hours 
in two kilos. of distilled water, and the product is filtered 
and expressed; to the residue a second quantity of two kilos. 
of distilled water is added and is allowed to remain in con- 
tact for six hours. The liquid is again filtered and expressed, 
and the two portions are mixed, heated to 100 degrees C. 
strained, and concentrated until the cooled liquid has a specific 
gravity of 1,200. To this alcohol is added to the amount of 
one-quarter of the volume of the liquid, and after standing 
for 24 hours, the extract is filtered. The author does not 
state his reasons for preferring the British formula to the 
American, which employs glycerin and ammonia as important 
ingredients in the menstruum and in which also distillation 
plays a part. 
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Queries and Answers 


We shall be glad, in this department, to respond to calls for information on all pharmaceutic matters. 


f 





Cough Syrup.—C. H. S. asks for the formula of a cough 
syrup, “something that is pleasant to take and keeps well.” 

The simplest form of cough syrup of good keeping quality is 
syrup of wild cherry containing ammonium chloride in the 
dose of 214 grains to each teaspoonful. Most of the other com- 
pounds contain ingredients that are prone to undergo fermenta- 
tion. However, the range of cough syrups and mixtures so- 
called is wide and varied. From “ The Pharmaceutical Journal 
Formulary ” we quote the following as examples of recent 
invention: 


Es 
Ipecacuanha wine....... Sueasween fl. ounce 1 
RPTL OE GUNG a io a6is 605s cc cee fl. drachm 1 
Oe Ee ee ENE a er Oey fl. ounce 16 
Re AN IGE NRIIEN 3 a5 6.9-819,0 6:0 0 6:8:9 08 fl. ounce 8 
TSENAINC OL TON 6/050. 3.0.5,0:0:9'9;8:0-8 fl. drachms 4 
Distilled water, enough to make. .fl. ounces 30 

Te: 
BARON 55 6 0s aia aii ore OIC REE grains 6 
Aromatic sulphuric acid.......... fl. ounces 1% 
Concentrated acid infusion of roses.fl. ounces 4 
PISANI. WOOL 6 o55 6.5 05 4050 6:04:0 05% fl. ounces 5 
CSIP CETE 40-5 s<,0'0'0.0 Wists <ipoe le a wien ee fl. ounces 5 
ORFINOL OF BOW. . 0.5.500502 ven ees fl. ounces 10 

: Gb 

ROMIAMRE ANAS Sie oi asia cre sean “a0 orate Sts anes fl. ounces 2 
Fluid extract of wild cherry...... fl. ounces 4 
MP RAMRAL <5c5(e aS eceie 6 OW esse wR Se eLe fl. ounces 10 
“Ce eR RAED Reo REM EON  e ....fl. ounces 10 
Cochineal, a sufficient quantity. 

IV. 
Chlorodyne ...... ee csrew ters sack Ounces. 4 
Ipecacuanna wine...... bstve,'eis, + sada OUPIOCR ae 
Syrup of black currant.......... fl. ounces 4 
SSD OE BOE os os a0 5:0 aia 035 50 48 fl. ounces 4 


Syrup of balsam of tolu a suffi- 
ficient quantity to produce.....fl. ounces 20 


Nic 
Ipecacuanha wine...../..........fl. ounces 4 
Oxymel of squill........ aise eisiaa danke fl. ounces 6 
Syrup of red poppy....... aveleeipanne fil. ounces 4 
Chloroform water........ sa aw ee ae fl. ounces 4 
WE: 
Clarified honey..... ssaie wise ae ee ounce 1 
Oxymel of squill......... eere. fl. ounce 1 
Compound tincture of gentian.....minims 15 
RAINED oso faye ofp 8 6: aces nia ie 10'ers asin nr « fl. ounce 1 
Syrap of balsam tolu.....c..... 0005+ fl. ounce 1 


Syrup of white poppies (B. P. 1885) fl. ounce 1 

The average dose of these syrups is a teaspoonful. * 

Massage Cream.—M. L. asks for the formula of a modern 
massage cream and begs us not to refer him to back numbers. 

The basis of the modern massage cream is casein, aS we 
have previously pointed out. Casein is now produced very 
cheaply in the powdered form, and by treatment with glycerin 
and perfumes it is possible to turn out a satisfactory cream. 
The following formulas are suggested: 


qe 
TORR 2 a Pee 5i 
CUS RE Fo 0 SS ee San dies Sina ela <icaae 3ss 
Ma RIORMEINAS -5.0''s 9 0''0:4.0-010-<'e'9- seme iwiats bb6s.cses oD 
WE a nk ad sie anes SSS as Od vs waa 5 Mallee q. Ss. 


Carmine solution, N. F., enough to color. 
Perfume either with oil of bitter almond or extract of 
vanilla. 


II. 
Casein, dried...... Bidinisle tiaras pauiGea Hee Res 3i 
Oe ae ct ase Rsaaeataievarecs ae Ae. 
Rae ORIEN TN Le cat 45g a's pis asm 570.620 46! barn 10.4.) 6.805916 Mx , 
MATHS GOLUUIOD, No. iesce esis.csccw sens ae. .' 
ROILOE DIU GIMONG 66 <5 oes wise cesis cece cc GR: 


Kierstedt’s Ointment.—A subscriber desires the formula 
for this ointment and we should be obliged if any reader would 
kindly supply it. 

A Question of Quantity.—H. writes: “To settle an argu- 


ment between a physician and myself would you be good enough 
to state the correct interpretation of the subjoined prescrip- 
tion? Does it call for a mixture measuring 114 ounces, or a 
mixture measuring 3 ounces? The prescriber asserts that ‘gq. 
8. ad 1% oz.’ would also mean 3 ounces. He argues that ad 
5iss means to add sufficient to make up 1% ounces of the last 
two ingredients, which would make the complete mixture meas- 
ure 3 ounces. What is your decision?” 

The prescription submitted by our correspondent reads as 
follows: 

ee ACI -DIVOMUPIANCS Kick ccs cree secseunes 38s 

PEs Ry WON tiers hie; é dis ace'e aeleeleisre caee secinels dij 
Tr. gent. co. ) 
Tr. cinchon. f ‘°*"***7**¢*teete* 

M. Sig.: di t.i.d. 

Appended to the copy of the prescription is an inquiry by 
the pharmacist as to whether a@ ad without the contraction 
q. 8. stands for the same thing as gq. s. ad. 

The prescription as written calls for a mixture measuring 
1% ounces, but this is not what the prescriber evidently in- 
tended, for unless we have confounded the symbol 5 with 5, and 
the copyist strong nitromuriatic acid with diluted nitromu- 
riatic acid, the dose of acid is excessive, amounting as it does 
to 20 minims, which would be a pretty stiff dose of the diluted 
acid. We should say that the physician intended to prescribe 
1144 ounces each of the tinctures of gentian and cinchona to 
make a mixture measuring 3iij 3vi, but he did not write the 
prescription in such a way as to obtain this. In regard to the 
question whether aa ad, without the contraction q. s., stands 
for the same thing as q. s. ad., the first contraction may be 
translated “of each to,” while the second with ad followed by 
a period may be taken to mean “ add a sufficient quantity,” the 
amount being indicated by the symbol and quantity expressed. 


Dealers in Chamois Scraps.—F.. P. B. writes: “ Please be 
good enough to give the names of a few of your advertisers 
of whom we could purchase scraps of chamois skin. Upon re- 
ceipt of same we wiil be pleased to take up correspondence with 
them.” 

Chamois scraps can be purchased from any large dealer in 
chamois skins, such as Smith, Kline & French Company, Phila- 
delphia. No individual firms making a specialty of chamois 
scraps advertise in the columns of the AMERICAN DruaGIstT, but 
dealers known to us who make a specialty of selling scraps and 
odd pieces of chamois skin are Louis Dejonge & Co., 73 Duane 
street, New York, and D. Davis & Sons, 148 William street, 
New York. 

Nonsecret Toilet Preparations.—A. H. L. asks for the name 
and addresses of any reliable firms that put up toilet prepara- 
tions in boxes, bottles or jars, bearing labels supplied by re- 
tailers. 

We suppose that any firm manufacturing nonsecret prepara- 
tions would be in a position to supply the wants of our corre- 
spondent, and would suggest his communicating with firms 
like Frederick Stearns & Co., Detroit, Mich, or the Manhattan 
Drug Company, 11 Warren street, New York. 

The Varieties of Sarsaparilla.—According to M. Fleury, 
professor of materia medica at Rennes (Union pharmaceutique, 
December, 1905, page 532), the commercial varieties of sarsa- 
parilla are extremely limited, and practically the only variety 
which is met with ordinarily is that known as Tampico sarsa- 
parilla. This sarsaparilla is distinguished from the Vera Cruz 
variety by the shape of the endoderm cells, which are not shaped 
like horseshoes, but have square, rectangular or triangular 
forms. Fleury also found that the varieties of sarsaparilla 
could be distinguished by the shape of the starch grains in the 
plant. [The United States Pharmacopeeia recognizes four varie- 
ties of sarsaparilla, including the dried root, known commer- 
cially as Honduras sarsaparilla, which is obtained from Smilax 
officinalis, Kunth.] 











AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND 


Book Reviews. 





gebriiuch- 
Fiinfte, 
1905. 


VORSCHRIFTENBUCH FUER DROGISTEN. Die Herstellung der 
lichten Handverkaufsartikel. Von G. A. Buchheister. 
vermehrte Auflage. Berlin: Verlag von Julius Springer. 
{Paper, 8 marks; sheep, 9 marks, 20 pfennig.] 

In this book of 500 pages, inclusive of index, formulas are 
given for nearly every possible preparation demanded of the 
pharmacist who aims to supply the public with pharmaceutical 
specialties, as well as household and other remedies of his own 
make. Veterinary remedies and cattle medicines are considered 
and the formulas are admirably selected, though only a little over 
four pages are given up to Tierheilmittel, as against 79 pages 
of information concerning the manufacture of dietetic and nu- 
tritive compounds, which include notes on the preparation of 
fruit syrups and wines, as well as curry powder, soy and the 
numerous “ bitters” for which Germany is famed. The bitters 
include such widely different compounds as Boonekamp of Mag- 
bitter, Angostura-Bitter and Getreidekiimmel, Berliner, to say 
nothing of Kiimme!, Danziger and Schweizer Absinth. The list 
of punch essences (Punschertrarte) in this department is be- 
wildering. They range from Punschertrart von Rum, ordinar, 
through besser and mittelfein to Tee-Punschertrakt, Kaiser- 
punsch and Kardinal-Punnschertrakt, and pass on to processes 
for the fabrication of artificial rums, arraks and Kognaks. Cos- 
metics occupy considerable space, as they do in all collections of 
pharmaceutical formulas, the chapter taking some 97 pages. 
The formulas start with the simpler complexion washes and run 
into almond meals and pastes, through toilet vinegars, cold 
creams and pomades to soaps and soap powders. Then follow 
face powders and theatrical rouges, the rest of the chapter 
being given up to preparations for the hair, like the old fash- 
ioned pomades, mustache waxes, brilliantine, shampoos, hair 
restorers, invigorators, dyes and depilatories. The entire range 
is fully covered even to bleaches. Tooth powders and mouth 
washes complete the chapter. Listerine is included among the 
dentifrices and the formula given is certain to astonish the 
Americans owners of the trademark by its simplicity. The Ger- 
man formula constructor is truly a daring individual! Lacquers 
and varnishes receive adequate mention and the formulas are 
well constructed. The chapter on inks is very complete and 
informing, containing formulas for nearly every known variety 
of ink. Insecticides and vermin poisons are adequately treated, 
formulas being given for the most approved destroyers of bugs, 
rats, mice, moles, crows, foxes, martens and polecats. The chap- 
ter concludes curiously with formulas for scented baits for ot- 
ters, fish and crabs. Photographic formulas and hints in de- 
veloping make up a useful chapter, which brings the volume to 
a close. We have no hesitation in saying that the pharmacist 
who is possessed of a copy of “ Buchheister’s Formulary ” need 
never be at a loss to supply any specialty asked of him. 

UAL OF PHARMACY FOR MEDICAL STUDENTS. By M. F. De Lorme, 

M.D., Ph.G., Instructor in Materia Medica and Pharmacy, Long 


Island College Hospital, etc. New York: The John C. Lindsay 
Company, 1905. 


The neglect of pharmacy in medical colleges has been the 
subject of frequent comment in medical journals. The failure 
of the colleges to include a satisfactory course in pharmaceu- 
tical dispensing in their curricula has also been discussed by 
the medical societies. The growing tendency of physicians to 
prescribe the ready-made preparations of manufacturing phar- 
macists has been often deplored, but notwithstanding this no 
systematic effort has been made to remedy matters. In the 
Long Island College Hospital—the name under which the only 
medical college in Brooklyn is known—special attention seems 
to be paid to the study of pharmacology and the prescribing 
and dispensing of medicines. It is gratifying to note and re- 
cord this fact. Dr. De Lorme’s little book is well calculated to 
make the student of medicine familiar with the Pharmacopeia 
and with the galenical preparations in common use. It is 
purely a medical student’s compendium, intended to give him 
the information needed by the practicing physician in the ap- 
plication of his knowledge of therapeutics. The manual con- 
tains a number of illustrative prescriptions, and it is to be 
presumed that the student will receive practical instruction in 
the compounding of these prescriptions, and by laboratory ex- 
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ercises and recitations receive a grounding in the art of pre- 
scribing sufficient to guard him against many of the common 
errors which tax the patience and the ingenuity of the pharma- 
cist. 

The book is of handy size, being adapted to fit the coat 
pocket, and the interleaving in the second section should prove 
a convenience to the student. 

The proofreading of the book has been evidently neglected, 
for typographical errors abound. This is no reflection on the 
author, who should have been spared the appearance of errors 
of this kind, which belong to the purely mechanical part of 
the building of a book. 


THY PRACTICR OF PHAKMACY. A Treatise on the Modes of Making and 
Dispensing Official, Unofficial and Extemporaneous Preparations, 
with Descriptions of Medicinal Substances, Their Properties, Uses 
and Doses. Intended as a Hand-book for Pharmacists and Physi- 
cians and a Text-book for Students. Fourth edition. By Joseph 
I’. Remington, Ph.M., Phar.D., F.C.S., chairman of the Committee 
of Revision of the Pharmacopeia of the United States of America ; 
Professor of ‘Theory and Practice of Pharmacy, and Director of the 
Pharmaceutical Laboratory in the Philadelphia College of Phar- 
macy. Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincett Company, 1906. 


This new revised edition of Remington’s well-known “ Prac- 
tice of Pharmacy ” is distinguished by numerous improvements, 
which extend even to details of typography. De Vinne type 
has been substituted for the antique full faced type employed 
in the preceding edition, and the work has been improved in 
other mechanical features to make it more easy of reference 
and agreeable to the eye. The order of the book has not been 
changed, though the several divisions of the work have been 
remodeled and new illustrations of autograph prescriptions and 
new cuts of apparatus have been added. A valuable feature of 
the work for pharmacy students are the tables of official and 
unofficial substances and preparations. Among the unofficial 
preparations most of the newer remedies are included, and 
such as may not be found listed there find place in the glossary 
at the end of the volume. Each chapter is followed by a list 
of questions, the answers to which are given in an appendix. 
The questions bearing on the introductory chapter are, how- 
ever, omitted in the fourth edition. 

Professor Remington appears to prefer the abbreviation, 
“U.S. P. (8th Rev.)” for the purpose of quoting the title of 
the Eighth Decennial Revision of the United States Pharma- 
copeia, but we think the purpose would be just as well served 
if the abbrevation, “U. S. P., VIII,” were used. 

We have referred to the more agreeable appearance of the 
volume. This has been obtained largely, as stated, by the use 
of modern type, but the quality of the paper has also been im- 
proved, a whiter stock being employed, which, together with a 
blacker ink, makes the illustrations stand out better. The 
number of fac-simile prescriptions has been considerably in- 
creased. 

Textbooks may come and textbooks may go, but Reming- 
ton’s “ Practice” is destined to remain the standard for phar- 
macy students for many years to come. 


Correspondence. 


In Full Harmony with the N. A. R. D. 
To the Editor: 

Sir.—My attention is particularly called to one of the lead- 
ing editorials in your valuable publication, efttitled ‘“ The 
American Druggists’ Syndicate,” and fully appreciating your 
reputation for fairness, I feel sure that the article is inspired 
by a misunderstanding of the purpose of our organization and 
the personnel of its members. 

Of course, I do not expect your publication to in any way 
vouch for the success of this enterprise, for such would be 
entirely unreasonable, but I do sincerely wish to correct the 
impression which the article states is prevailing that the object 
of this association is to offset the operations of the N. A. R. D. 
b} providing the retailers with a line of proprietary remedies 
which could be sold independently of the old line jobbers. 

Such an impression could only prevail among those who 
know absolutely nothing whatever about our plan. Our object 
is to work in perfect harmony with the N. A. R. D., as shown 
by the bona-fide stand taken by the directors in their resolution 
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providing that all goods shall be marketed under a Direct 
Contract Serial Numbering Plan. 

I, personally, without the assistance of any individual drug- 
gist, had the organization of this association well on the road 
to success before any of the gentlemen who now help to make 
up the directorate were invited or had any knowledge that they 
would be invited to act for the association in an official 
capacity, and the majority of the board of directors, consisting 
of fifteen members, are now and always have been actively 
associated with the N. A. R. D. E. L. Weston, of Syracuse, 
chairman of our finance committee, is well known as one of 
the most active and ardent supporters of the N. A. R. D. in 
the State of New York. 

In fact, out of our 980 members, over 800 are either active 
members or in sympathy with the N. A. R. D. and its plan. 
This I will be glad to prove to you or anyone interested in the 
matter, by the signed statements of the members attached to 
suggestion blanks, which were filled out by them at my request, 
to be used as a guide by the directors at their first meeting, 
when the plan of marketing our products was decided upon. 

While some of the gentlemen who consented to act on the 
directorate of this association are connected with institutions 
not affiliated with the N. A. R. D., I know that not one of them 
personally is opposed to that popular retail organization, and 
I also know that not one of them sought a position on this 
directorate. They only accepted after being assured that their 
services were desired by almost a unanimous vote of those 
who had subscribed for stock, and I don’t believe that the 
members will ever have cause to regret their selection, for 
which I personally feel very grateful. 

In conclusion, I can best illustrate how unfair that im- 
pression you refer to is when I assure you that I can convince 
you or any representative who will do us the honor of calling 
at our offices, that there is not 5 per cent. of the stock of this 
association held by any person or persons identified with any 
interests opposed to the N. A. R. D., and further, that no stock- 
holder of this syndicate, except myself, owns more than .one 
membership consisting of ten shares. 

I hope that to carry out your usual policy of fairness, you 
will give this correction the publicity accorded to the article 
referred to, which reflected upon the honesty of the intention 
governing the organization of this syndicate. 

C. H. Gopparpb, Secretary. 

1 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK, January 12, 1906. 


An Improvement in the Nomenciature of the Metric System. 

The use of the metric system in the prescribing and dispensing 
of medicines has hitherto presented one or two difficulties which 
may have hindered its wider adoption, says the Lancet. In the 
metric system of measures the smallest subdivision of the 
measure of capacity is the millilitre, or as it has erroneously 
been called, the cubic centimetre. It is the one-thousandth 


part of the litre, and is equivalent to about 17 minims. The 
term cubic centimetre denotes, strictly speaking, a measure 


of volume, and as applied to a measure of capacity it is inap- 
propriate, just as would be the case in the Imperial system if 
the term cubic feet were substituted for gallons. A practical 
disadvantage that is met with in the metric system lies in the 
relative magnitude of the smallest measure, the millilitre. 
This has been overcome to some extent by using decimal frac- 
tions of the millilitre. Thus, the dose of oil of copaiba is from 
0.3 to 1.2 Mm., a quantity which does not convey to the mind 
so definite an impression as five to 20 minims, its Imperial 
equivalent. In order to simplify matters the suggestion has 
been made to the editor of The Pharmaceutical Journal that 
the millilitre should be known as the “ mil,” the one-tenth part 
of a millilitre as the “ decimil,” and the one-hundredth part 
of a millilitre as the “centimil.” The actual values of these 
new terms will be better understood in the form of a table 
of suggested metric apothecaries’ measure: 

1Centimil ....... . =0.00001 litre= 0.1689 minim. 

1 Decimil ........ =0.0001 “ = 1.6894 minims. 

1 Mil or Millilitre. = 0.001 “== 16,941 minims. 
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pS == 0.01 “ == 2.8157 fluid drachms, 
1 Decilitre ....... =0.1 “== 3.5196 fluid ounces. 
RMN hele tha latannewie a ees 6 aioe = 1.7598 pints. 


The minim is equal to nearly six centimils, the fluid drachm 
to rather more than three and a half mils, the fluid ounce to 
nearly three centilitres, and the pint to nearly 57 centilitres, 
thus : 


A SUEMEMIMED <a. cace 6.0, 0)'s 06.415 eile == 5.9192 centimils. 
1 Fluid drachm ......... =3.5515 mils. 

T POI OUNCE... ccc ccas = 2.8412 centilitres. 
BON 85.580 obs case wks ee = 0.5682 litre. 
SN eo oink dior ae gwen = 4.5459 litres. 


The proposal to provide convenient subsidiary names for the 
1.0, O.1 and 0.01 millilitre with a view to promote the ready use 
of the metric system in prescribing and dispensing, was ap- 
proved by the Council of the Pharmaceutical Society and sub- 
mitted to Dr. Donald MacAlister for the consideration of the 
British Pharmacopeia Committee. This council agreed to sup- 
port the suggestions and communicated its views to the Warden 
of the Standards. Mr. Chaney, superintendent of the Stand- 
ards Department, warmly took the matter up and brought it 
to the notice of the Comité International des Poids et Mesures, 
with the result that this committee also accepted the proposi- 
tion as useful in Great Britain. Measures and pipettes grad- 
uated to decimils and centimils are now obtainable, and as the 
Board of Trade has officially recognized the new terms pre- 
scribers will find no practical difficulty in employing the metric 
system. Thus in the case of oil of copaiba the dose as ex- 
pressed by the metric system is 3 to 12 decimils. In actual 
practice the centimil will be found too small a quantity to be 
measured, but it is useful in calculations. It should be noted 
that one-half a decimil is equivalent to one standard drop from 
a pipette made to deliver 20 drops to one gramme of distilled 
water at 150 degrees C. The opponents of the metric system 
have laid emphasis on the danger there is of misplacing the 
decimal point. This objection does not now hold good in the 
case of the measures of capacity. There is little chance of a 
voluntary acceptance by the medical profession of the metric 
system. We are still accustomed to think in Imperial terms, a 
fact which should gratify a prominent British statesman. But, 
if the compilers of the next edition of the British Pharmacopeia 
go a step further than the compilers of the 1898 edition, by 
inserting only the metric system of weights and measures, per- 
haps prescribers and dispensers would universally adopt it. 
The simplification of calculations of strengths and doses would 
alone afford sufficient reason for its early adoption. Thus, the 
exact amount of the potent ingredient in one dose of a given 
preparation may be calculated almost at a glance, whereas by 
the present system a laborious calculation is often required. 
Again, minute fractional parts of a grain convey only an in- 
definite meaning, but by tlfe metric system the doses of potent 
preparations would be expressed in milligrammes; the dose of 
sulphate of physostigmine would then become 1 to 3 Mg., in- 
stead of 1-60 to 1-20 grain. Now that bottles and measures 
graduated by the metric system are easily obtainable, and the 
metric system, with the convenient new terms, mil, decimil and 
centimil have been officially recognized, there is no practical 
hindrance to a wider use of the metric system in medicine. 


Red Cabbage as an Indicator.—Recently E. Fuld (JMiinch- 
erer medicinische Wochenscrift) recommended the coloring 
matter contained in red cabbage as an indicator in neutraliza- 
tion titrations. Claiming priority, P. Krebitz (Seifensiederzei- 
tung) stated that he has used this indicator for more than a 
vear. W. A. Puckner states (Pharmaceutical Review, January, 
1905) that twenty years ago, when he was a student at the 
Chicago College of Pharmacy, Professor N. Gray Bartlett pro- 
posed the use of this coloring matter as an indicator in the 
volumetric estimation of .acids and bases. The indicator when 


used\in rather large amounts imparts a blue color to neutral 
solutions, turns red with acids and green with alkalies and in 
lecture demonstrations was used effectively to distinguish bc-- 
tween acid, neutral and alkaline solutions. 
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MILITARY PHARMACISTS. 


The Assistant Surgeon-General Opposes ‘‘American Druggist ” Plans 
—Conceded Need for a Few Skilled Pharmacists—Dr. Payne 
Supports a Plan for a Pharmaceutical Corps—George J. Sea- 
bury Enters the Arena. 


The efforts heretofore put forth to interest the military au- 
thorities in any plan providing for military pharmacists of 
commissioned rank have usually been met with either a chilly 
silence or with the mere negative assurance that the army has 
no need for pharmacists. The editorial article which appeared 
in our issue of December 25 on this subject in conjunction with 
a paper by the editor, which had been read before the Histori- 
cal Section of the American Pharmaceutical Association, 
brought forth a letter from the office of the Surgeon-General of 
the army, which, while in pronounced opposition to our plan, 
shows a wholly different spirit from that which permeated that 
office. Major Jefferson R. Kean, the author of the letter, is as- 
sistant to the Surgeon-General, and since his communication 
is signed with his official title it is to be presumed that the 
opinions expressed meet with the approval of his superior offi- 
Editorial comment on this letter appears in another col- 
The letter from Major Kean follows: 


cers. 
umn. 


SMALL NEED FOR MILITARY PHARMACISTS. 


To the Editor: 

Sir,—I have read with interest the editorial in your issue 
of December 25, entitled “‘Wasted Experience,” and also the 
paper in the same number, “The Military Pharmacist in the 
Civil War.” You will doubtless be willing to believe that there 
may be something which can be said in mitigation of your 
rather sweeping criticism of existing methods of medical sup- 
ply in the army, and it is the purpose of this letter to say that 
something, and to state briefly what are the existing methods 
and what has been, in fact, the teaching of military experience. 
Of the 586 articles on the general supply table of the Army 
Medical Department 204, or not quite 35 per cent., are medi- 
cines and disinfectants, while the other 65 per cent. consists of 
furniture, bedding, clothing, hospital stores, instruments, ap- 
pliances, dressings and miscellaneous articles. With regard to 
the latter, a surgeon who has had practical experience of their 
use in hospitals is probably the best judge of their quality and 
suitability. As to drugs, none are purchased until samples of 
the delivery have been analyzed by the accomplished chemist 
of the laboratory of the Surgeon General’s Office and their 
purity thus assured. There is no difficulty in securing in this 
way any amount of medicines which may be required and, in 
point of fact, to keep the non-medicinal supplies up to standard 
is much more difficult. 

In time of war the difficulty is not with the purchase of 
medical supplies, but with their transportation and prompt de- 
livery at the front. This is by regulations delegated to the 
Quartermaster’s Department and is the weak point of the 
system, transportation being the great and controlling factor 
of army administration on which depends the issue of battles 
and campaigns. Abundant medical supplies were taken to San- 
tiago, but the troops lacked them because no means were pro- 
vided for unloading them from the transports and transporting 
them to the front, and they were mostly brought back to the 
home ports untouched. The temporary deficiencies at Tampa 
and Jacksonville were due to defective transporting arrange- 
ments, causing delays in forwarding and confusion in locating 
medical supplies among the miles of freight cars. 

It is difficult to see how these conditions would be improved 
by adding to the army even “148 pharmacists, officers ranging 
from colonel down to second lieutenant.” The evidence of the 
surgeons at Montauk as brought out before the Dodge Commis- 
sion shows that there was from the beginning a lavish abun- 
dance of medicines at that camp. And it is time to recognize 
(now that our national attack of hysteria has passed) that 
our soldiers, in spite of their grave infection with yellow fever 
and tropical malaria, did not “perish like flies.” The total 
mortality from disease of the Fifth Army corps (Shafter’s), 
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from its organization at Tampa to its disbandment at Montauk, 
was just 400. , 

The European armies have pharmacist officers in their medi- 
cal service because, in times past, before the development of the 
great establishments of modern manufacturing chemists, the 
pharmacists of the army manufactured its medicines and surgi- 
cal dressings. This is still done by them to a large extent, 
whereas, in the United States, we find it from every point of 
view preferable to buy our supplies, from quinine pills to first 
aid dressings, from the great and reliable firms which have 
sprung up all over the land as a result of our national develop- 
ment. In the same way our Ordnance Department finds it pre- 
ferable to buy powder rather than to manufacture it. This is 
a policy which the AMERICAN DruGGIsT will certainly not dis- 
approve. 

It does not take more than half a dozen officers, whether 
surgeons or pharmacists, to purchase the medical supplies of 
the army, and the drugs are—thanks to the skill and enterprise 
of our manufacturing pharmacists—for the most part in forms 
ready for convenient administration, so if a numerous corps of 
pharmacists were added to the army, no responsible duties 
could be found in which to employ them unless by the estab- 
lishment of great government factories for the manufacture 
of medical supplies for the army. What else can we do with 
the 148 pharmacist officers which, Mr. Editor, you generously 
allow us? The great German Army with its 23 army corps has 
only 49 pharmaceutists permanently belonging to the military 
establishment, re-enforced by some 250 one-year volunteers 
(conscripts), yet they employ them for many purposes with 
which in our army the Medical Department has nothing to do, 
such as the analysis of foods and beverages. With all their 
wealth of conscripted personnel they do not find need of the 
services of even a one-year volunteer to a garrison of less than 
1,800 men. The United States Army numbers two scant army 
corps and has only three garrisons as large as 1,800 men. 

It is certain that the Medical Department could make good 
use of half a dozen pharmaceutical chemists and a like number 
of medical storekeepers, but 148, ranging from colonel to second 
lieutenant, would be surely an embarras de richesse. 

Very respectfully, 
J. R. KEAN, 
Major, Surgeon U. S. Army, 
Assistant to the Surgeon General. 
War Department, 
Office of the Surgeon General, 
Washington, January 6, 1906. 





THE “ ARMY AND NAVY REGISTER’S ”’ VIEWS. 

A copy of Major Kean’s letter to the editor of the AMERICAN 
DrvuGciIsT must have been furnished to the Army and Navy 
Register, for we find it published in full in that journal for 
January 138, together with the following editorial comment: 


There is during a session of Congress no escape from un- 
usual bills, the enactment of which would produce no other 
effect than needlessly increasing Governmental expenditure. 
It will be recognized at once that to this class belongs the prop- 
osition, evidently originating with and certainly advocated by 
the American Druggist and Pharmaceutical Record. An article 
and an editorial in a recent issue of that valuable representa- 
tive journal are devoted to the subject of military pharmacists 
and argue in favor of a corps of pharmacists, consisting of 
nearly 150 officers, whose rank shail be from colonel down to 
second lieutenant, the senior member to have the additional 
title of ’* pharmacist general.” The proposition is based on the 
far-fetched theory that the deaths during the war with Spain 
might have been prevented in a large measure had there been a 
corps of pharmacists. It is very properly pointed out in a letter 
reproduced elsewhere—written by Major J. R. Kean, United 
States army, assistant to the Surgeon-General, and addressed to 
the editor of the American Druggist—that there is no warrant 
for saying that our soldiers at Montauk “ perished like flies.” 
That is a fiction which has been too long endured and, as the 
army surgeon remarks, it is time to establish the truth. Asa 
matter of fact, “the total mortality from disease in the Fifth 
Army Corps fro mits organization at Tampa to its disband- 
ment at Montauk was just 400.” Whatever failure occurred at 
Tampa and Jacksonville in the medical service and whatever 
was subject to criticism in the same department while our 
troops were in Cuba were due to lack of transportation at a 








ricer 
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time and in a country where the facilities were impeded beyond 
any relief which the most experienced army quartermasters 
could afford. 

There is no question of the value of pharmacists and the 
medical department, as is stated in Major Kean’s letter, could 
make good use of some six pharmaceutical chemists and as 
many medical storekeepers. Beyond that the pharmacists of 
the projected corps would be an incumbrance and an extrava- 
gance. We imagine that the firms which manufacture medical 
supplies, of which the Government buys a large quantity for 
its military and naval services, will not relish the movement 
inaugurated by the American Druggist to impose upon the 
army medical department 149 pharmaceutical officers of rank 
from colonel down to second lieutenant. There would be one 
direct result at least: that of the establishment of Government 
plants to produce the medical supplies which are now pur- 
chased under contract. 

DR. PAYNE SUPPORTS THE AMERICAN DRUGGIST’S PLAN. 

Dr. George F. Payne, of Atlanta, Ga., a former president of 
the American Pharmaceutical Association, and who was for 
many years chairman of the committee of the American Phar- 
maceutical Association on the status of the pharmacists in the 
service of the United States, writes a letter supporting the views 
of the AMERICAN DrueeaisT as follows: 


DR. PAYNE HAS LIVELY HOPES FOR THE FUTURE OF THE MILITARY 
PHARMACIST. _ 
To the Editor: 

Sir,—I have just read with a great deal of interest in the 
December number of the AMERICAN Druceist the article on 
“The Military Pharmacist in the Civil War.” In the last para- 
graph of the article you refer to the work of the American 
Pharmaceutical Association and suggest that if it had been 
along the line of securing pharmacists independent of the pres- 
ent hospital stewards, it would have been more successful. I 
wish to say as chairman of that committee that we took up 
this feature of the case on several occasions with the Surgeon- 
General of the United States Army, but the answers were prac- 
tically of the same character and each amounted to stating 
that there was no need of pharmacists in the United States 
Army, as pharmacy was a very small part of the work of the 
present hospital steward, as his pharmaceutical duties were 
chiefly the counting out of ready-made tablets and the handling 
of other ready-made preparations. 

It might be interesting to the pharmacists of the United 
States to see some of this correspondence, but I think we have 
shown the spirit in which these suggestions were made in one or 
two of our reports. It would be much more satisfactory to the 
hospital stewards for us to work in touch with them for further 
advancement and their aid and suggestions would be very 
valuable, but this, it has been found, is very difficult to secure 
vn account of the peculiarly handicapped position in which 
the army hospital steward is placed. I have come to the con- 
clusion that the surest way to get pharmacy properly recog- 
nized in the army is to have a separate corps of pharmacists 
independent of the present hospital stewards, as you suggest. 
It will probably take a big fight, however, to bring the Surgeon- 
General of the army over to our way of thinking, but I believe 
the advance which has been accomplished in the navy and 
marine hospital servicecan be accomplished inthe army also, Our 
committee has taken some active steps in this direction and 
we believe that this condition of affairs which you suggest will 
eventually be brought about. 

When we consider what has already been accomplished in 
the navy and in the marine hospital service we have every 
reason to feel encouraged for active work in regard to the 
status of the pharmacists in the army. In the navy 
we have practically secured commissions and good salaries, 
and but for the interpretation of one of the acts in a way ad- 
verse to the naval pharmacists they would be enjoying at pres- 
ent the rank of ensign and commissions, as they have been 
made warrant officers and if given the full rights of other war- 
rant officers they would now have the rank of ensign without 
further legislation. The Surgeon-General has taken up the mat- 
ter of securing legislation to accord to the present pharmacists 
of the navy who are warrant officers all of the privileges of 
other warrant officers and we think commissions will be secured 
within the next few months. They would have been secured 
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last year but for there being a deficit in the treasury and any- 
thing carrying an appropriation which could be deferred to a 
later date was left to be taken up at a later period. The bill 
no doubt would have passed early in the last se ion, but it was 
found necessary to change the wording of + bill to meet 
certain conditions and it got placed later dow: «the list than 
would have otherwise been the case. The Sur, * eral went 
before the Naval Committee and made a str sument in 
favor of the bill, and I am confident it will t the pres- 
ent session of Congress. 


In the name of pharmacy I wish to thank , vu for your con- 
tinued interest in this work. You were among the first to help 
us in labor when so many thought it was useless to even make 
an effort. 

Yours sincerely, 


GEORGE F. PAYNE. 
ATLANTA, GA., January 2, 1906. 


GEORGE J. SEABURY TAKES UP THE TASK OF SECURING RECOGNITION 
FOR THE PHARMACIST. 

George J. Seabury, of New York, who has been the New 
York member of Dr. Payne’s committee for many years and 
who this year succeeds Dr. Payne as chairman, has written a 
letter on the subject of the status of the military pharmacist to 
a member of the United States Senate, from which we take the 
following excerpts: 


THE AMERICAN PHARMACEUTICAL ASSOCIATION AND THE GOVERN- 
MENT PHARMACIST. 
To the Editor: 

Sir,—I have pleasure in sending you herewith a list of the 
names of the committee of the American Pharmaceutical As- 
sociation on the status of the pharmacist. This committee 
has been formed for success, and will not surrender until we 
succeed. We may have to bide a wee, but when the plan of 
action is once resolved upon, we propose to fight it out, not 
only all Summer, but all Spring, Autumn and Winter as well. 

I enclose you a letter sent to the United States Senator 
who will have charge of our interests. I have corresponded 
with him and will, when I see him personally, draw up our 
plan of action. We will not proceed on any guerilla legisla- 
tion, but tack our bill to one that will concern the reforma- 
tion of the medical service, where it belongs by proper classi- 
fication. Will keep you posted when we start in for victory. 
We will be content with nothing less—the rank and pay will 
be fought for the entire service—no discrimination in any 
branch. With a “ Happy New Year,” I remain, 

Yours truly, 
GeEorRGE J. SEABURY, Chairman. 

New York, January 3, 1906. 


. 

COMMITTEE ON STATUS OF PHARMACISTS IN THE ARMY, NAVY AND PuB- 
LIC HEALTH AND MARINE HOSPITAL SERVICB OF THE UNITED STATES. 
George J. Seabury, chairman, New York. 

MEMBERS AT LARGE, 


Prof. James H. Beal, Pennsylvania. 

Dr. George I. Payne, Georgia. 
cane B. Hall, Ohio, president National Wholesale Druggists’ Asso- 
ciation. 

M. T. Breslin, Louisiana, president National Association of Retail 
Druggists. 

Members of general committce, the presidents of State Associations: 

State and name. State and name. 

Alabama, E, H. Cross. Nebraska, Niels P. Hansen. 
Arizona, Harry Brisley. Nevada, Jos. M. ‘Taber. 
Arkansas, W. H. Skinner. New Hampshire, Albert J. Weeks. 
California, J. H. Dawson, New Jersey, Wm. M. Davis. 
Colorado, Chas. J. Clayton. New Mexico, Geo. A. Morris. 
Dist. of, Columbia, S. L. Hilton. New York, J. A. Lockie. 
Connecticut, J. A, Hodgson. North Carolina, T. R. Hood. 
Delaware, Joseph P. Williams, North Dakota, H. H. Bateman. 
Florida, Thomas Clarke. Ohio, Z. 'T. Baltzly. 
Georgia, Max Morris. Okiahoma, A. B. Clark. 
Idaho, David BE. Smithson. Oregon, B. F. Jones. 
Illinois, Christian Garver. Pennsylvania, D. J. Thomas. 
Indiana, Harry FB. Glick. Rhode Island, John E. Groff. 
Iowa, Geo. M. Pedersen. South Carolina, C. A. Milford. 
Kansas, Carl Engel. South Dakota, W. F. Michel. 
Kentucky, C. A. Leathers. Tennessee, T. J. Shannon. 
Louisiana, C. D. Sauvinet. Texas, J. P. Hayter. 
Maine, A. W. Meserve. Utah, F. C. Schramm. 
Maryland, M. A. Toulson. Vermont, F, W. Mitchell. 


Massachusetts, Peter McCormick. Virginia, T. A. Miller. 
Washington, P. Jensen. 

West Virginia, C. G. Buchanan. 
Wisconsin, H. L. Schulz. 
Wyoming, R. L, Newman. 

Indian Territory, Thomas Shackle. 


Michigan, J, O. Schlotterback. 
Minnesota, Chas. H. Huhn. 
Missiasipp, Anthony Fly. 
Missouri, J. F. Liewellyn. 
Montana, Fred. A. Woehner. 








46 AMERICAN DRUGGIST 


THE LETTER TO THE UNITED STATES SENATOR. 

Below is a copy of the letter referred to above by Mr. Sea- 
bury: 

Dear Senator: 

In September last I accepted the chairmanship of the Amer- 
icai Pharmaceutical Associations’ Committee on the status 
of pharmacists in the Army and Navy in particular and 
extended it to the National Guard and Marine Hospital Service 
as well. You know something about the latter since you in- 
terested yourself in its behalf, but we have not gone far 
enough. 

In his message the President referred to our lack in the 
medical department. I endorse many of his observations and 
criticisms of the quality and capacity of physicians at present 
in the government service and think he might have gone just 
one step further and made the same remarks apply to the 
practitioners in pharmacy. 

When we asked Surgeon-General O’Reilly to send a repre- 
sentative to our last meeting in Atlantic City to represent 
the hospital stewards, he replied, that he regretted to say that 
we had no pharmacists in the army; he was therefore unable 
to send a representative—an admission that will spur on our 
committee. However the government was not unrepresented 
since General Wyman sent us a most worthy representative 
of the profession from the Marine Hospital Service. 

When Governor of the State of New York the President 
signed a bill making the hospital steward in the National 
Guard a first lieutenant, though a year afterwards he was 
reduced to his former non-commissioned officer’s position to 
conform with the regulations of the regular establishment. 
We want him reinstated through new army medical regula- 
tions with rank and pay of an officer. 

It will be my duty to see you and I will be armed with 
proper documents and will ask you to act as the medium of 
our pleadings to have our professional brethren promoted 
to the rank and pay of an officer. I am not sure that we will 
ask for a captaincy or first lieutenancy, but officer he must be 
at proper compensation; he is entitled to this distinction 
by training, deportment and mental capacity, whether he be 
an Army pharmacist, Naval apothecary, Marine hospital ser- 
vice pharmacist or National Guard hospital steward. He 
enjoys an officer’s position in all the advanced and well regu- 
lated armies of the world, the German, French, Russian and 
Japanese. The highest officer on the German apothecary staff 
has the rank of a colonel and so on down to the lowest grades 
of officers. 

There is no sound reason why pharmacists should be dis- 
criminated against in their demand for equal rank and pay 
with the allied professions, whether it be medicine, veter- 
inary practice or dentistry. In fact the studies of the phar- 
macist of to-day are more complex than those of any other 
single profession. 

I have organized my committee and will be ready to work 
at any time. This committee will also suggest to the govern- 
ment that it owes to the nation and to our soldiers and sailors 
that they appoint as hospital stewards, naval apothecaries 
or hospital pharmacists, only those having a college educa- 
tion or certificates from a State Board of Pharmacy. Our 
soldiers and sailors are worthy of the best service at the com- 
mand of the profession to compound and dispense their medi- 
cines and deadly drugs. It is economy for the government 
te keep our forces in good health wherever they may be. In 
war the pharmacist temporarily supplants the disabled phy- 
sician. 

Another point that favors this movement is that to-day 
the college curriculum has been extended to four years with 
entrance qualifications equal to those of the highest colleges, es- 
pecially in the College of the City of New York. Our sister-col- 
leges are not far behind. The pharmacist is the practical co- 
partner of the physician and equals him in point of responsi- 
bility. His life work is even more exacting—if I may so define 
it, it is a life of slavery to both professions. 

This letter is longer than I contemplated writing when 
addressing you, but I thought it would relieve you from a 
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You 


tedious interview when I made a personal application. 
can think it over at your leisure and then when I visit you, 
you can get rid of me in record time. . 

I herewith enclose a list of our committee as formed for 
Victory and, let us hope, not for Defeat. 

Very truly yours, 
Georce J. SeaBury, Chairman. 
NEw York, January 6, 1906. 


SPECIAL MEETING OF THE VIRGINIA ASSOCIATION. 


Attitude of the Association on Legislative Matters Referred— 
Bill Requiring Filing of Proprietary Formulas Held Up— 
Virginia Apprentice Bill Disapproved. 


Richmond, Va., January 12.—By practically unanimous vote 
the Virginia Pharmaceutical Association, in special session held 
in this city on January 3, rejected both the so-called pharmacy 
bill and the proposed measure designed to regulate the sale of 
patent and proprietary medicines in the State, and referred the 
entire matter to committees, which will not report until after 
the General Assembly has adjourned. 

CHARACTER OF THE BILLS. 

At its last regular meeting the association indorsed the bills, 
one legalizing the employment of aregistered apprentice pharma- 
cist under 18 years of age, who may be left in management of 
the business, and the other providing that the proprietor of 
any patent medicine should make written application to the 
Board of Pharmacy for the privilege of selling it, and should 
file with the board an affidavit showing the ingredients of the 
medicine and a description of the package in which it is sold, 
together with the directions and advertisements. The resolu- 
tion calling for the introduction of the Patent Medicine bill 
was adopted by a vote of 10 to 9. 

OPPOSITION DEVELOPS. 

Recently a strong movement in opposition to these bills de- 
veloped. Meetings were held in this city by the druggists, and 
the drug clerks as well, and an organized fight began. Twelve 
members of the Virginia Pharmaceutical Association, which 
had indorsed the bills, signed a request for a special session, and 
the body was called to meet in this city. The session began 
at 10.30 o’clock in the auditorium of the Medical College of 
Virginia, with about 40 members present, including druggists 
from Richmond, Lynchburg, Newport News, Portsmouth and 
other cities. T. A. Miller, of this city, presided, and C. W. Fleet, 
of Lynchburg, acted as secretary. 

ANIMATED DISCUSSION. 

Practically the entire session was devoted to a consideration 
of the bills., The discussion was very animated, but the final 
action is said to have been almost unanimous. Various sug- 
gestions were made, with the result that the association ulti- 
mately rescinded its former action and rejected both bills. Two 
committees were appointed, one for each bill, to report at the 
next annual meeting, which will be held in July, after the Gen- 
ral Assembly has adjourned. This practically leaves the entire 
matter in abeyance until the Legislature of 1908. The commit- 
tee to consider the Patent Medicine bill consists of E. D. Taylor, 
T. W. Chelf and Gordon Blair, all of this city. Its report, if it 
makes one at all, will be diametrically opposed to the bill as 
proposed. The committee on the Apprentice bill is composed of 
Polk Miller, T. N. Curd and Gordon Blair, all of this city. It 
will likely recommend a bill with the features objectionable to 
the drug clerks eliminated. 


Syracuse Druggists to Celebrate. 

The Syracuse Druggists’ Association is to hold its annual 
outing at Long Branch on January 25. The attendance will in- 
clude all druggists in the county, with their wives and friends, 
and dinner will be served promptly at 8 o’clock, after which 
bowling, dancing and cards will give all a chance for a sociable 
time. The committee has secured a prize for each person in at- 
tendance and also grand prizes for bowling, whist, pedro and 
dancing. 
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THE PERFUME INDUSTRY DISCUSSED AT THE COLLEGE 
OF PHARMACY. 


The Flower Industry of Grasse—The Invention of Synthetic Per- 
fume Material Increases the Demand for the.Natural Product 
—Nominating Committee Appointed. 





President Nicholas Murray Butler held an informal reception 
in the office of the secretary of the Department of Pharmacy of 
the University on the evening of Tuesday, January 16, on the 
occasion of the regular quarterly meeting of the College of 
Pharmacy. Many of the older members of the college were in 
attendance and met President Butler for the first time and 
were uniformly impressed with his cordiality and by the 
prompt and energetic manner in which he took up the busi- 
ness before the college. 


THE NOMINATING COM MITTEE. 


After the reading of the minutes of preceding meeting 
President Butler asked for the reading of the minutes of the 
transactions of the Board of Trustees during the interval which 
had occurred since the last meeting. These transactions were 
largely routine in their character and required no action upon 
the part of the college. The president announced the fol- 
lowing members as constituting the Nominating Committee 
who were charged with the presentation of a list of nominees 
for the offices of the college to be presented at the annual meet- 
ing, which occurs in March. The names of the members of the 
committee follow: Ewen McIntyre, Adolph Henning, Oscar Gold- 
mann, Charles S. Erb, Gustavus Balser, John R. Caswell and 
F. O. Collins. 

MR. BURR’S ADDRESS. 


This being the only business before the college the meeting 
adjourned, after which Edwin H. Burr, the American represen- 
tative of Roure, Bertrand Fils, of Grasse, France, delivered an 
address on Perfumery Materials. <A full report of the ad- 
dress appears in another column, together with reproductions 
of a few of the numerous attractive lantern slides showing 
various aspects of the perfume industry in and around Grasse, 
which were used by the lecturer to illustrate his remarks. Mr. 
Burr was listened to with marked attention both by the mem- 
bers of the college and by the members of the senior class, who 
were present by special invitation. 


A VOTE OF THANKS. 


At the conclusion of the address Albert L. Plaut moved 
that the thanks of the college be extended to Mr. Burr for his 
interesting and instructive address. In seconding this motion 
Caswell A. Mayo said that he wished particularly to congratu- 
late the members of the senior class upon this opportunity to 
have their attention directed to a field which offered remark- 
able openings for such men as had the special qualifications 
and attainments required to win success in it. He said that in 
discussing the subject of the lecture before the meeting Mr. 
Burr had pointed out as his particular reason for desiring to 
lay before the college such information as he possessed con- 
cerning the perfume industry the fact that American perfum- 
ers lacked somewhat of that artistic instinct backed up by a 
thorough and basic knowledge of materials which had enabled 
the French perfumer to take the first rank in the markets of 
the world. Mr. Burr, he said, believed that the ranks of phar- 
macy were the source from which expert perfumers should 
spring. The colleges of pharmacy gave the necessary prelim- 
inary education along scientific lines and inculeated the scien- 
tific spirit necessary to a proper study of perfumery material. 
It was to be hoped that among the thousands of young men 
who were being educated in pharmacy from year to year there 
might be some few who in conjunction with the knowledge ac- 
quired at the schools might have those peculiar gifts of sense 
and artistic taste necessary to develop the highest type of per- 
fumer. Mr. Mayo congratulated the members of the senior 


class upon this opportunity to learn something of perfumery 
materials, and said he hoped that among .them there might 
be some one who could fulfill the ideal set up by Mr. Burr to his 
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own great pecuniary gain, to the honor of American perfumery 
and to the credit of American pharmacy. 

The thanks of the college were extended to Mr. Burr by 
rising vote. 

A collation was served for the senior class in the phar- 
macognosy room and for the members of the college in the 
library. 


BOSTON DRUGGISTS ELECT OFFICERS. 


Closing of a Successful Year by the Boston Association of Retail 
Druggists—An Annual Ball Decided Upon—New Officers—A 
Life Membership for Mr. Canning, the Retiring President. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

Boston, January 17.—The annual meeting of the Boston 
Association of Retail Druggists was held at the Massachusetts 
College of Pharmacy, January 10, President Canning in the 
chair. Forty-eight members were present. The reports of 
the secretary and treasurer were read and approved. The 
treasurer reported $2,221.11 on hand. 

The Executive Committee reported, recommending the more 
extensive use of the National Association of Retail Druggists’ 
cost mark on prescriptions; second, that the dues remain the 
same as last year; third, that Stephen F. Chamberlain be 
elected to membership. The recommendations were all 
adopted. The Auditing Committee reported the books as cor- 
rectly kept. The annual report of the secretary was read and 
placed on file. President Canning gave the summary of the 
work accomplished during the year. 

On motion of Mr. Wheeler, the motion of Mr. Finneran, 
which was laid on the table at the last meeting. was amended 
to the effect that the elections in the various auxiliaries should 
take place within fifteen days after date of annual meeting, 
instead of seven. This was voted. 

BOSTON DRUGGISTS TO DANCE. 

On motion of Mr. Ernst, it was voted that an annual ball 
be held not later than March 1. 

A letter from the National Association of Retail Druggists’ 
headquarters, with bill for one third of the annual dues, was 
read. On motion, it was voted that the bill be referred to a 
committee of three, consisting of the president, secretary and 
treasurer, who were to be authorized to send the amount when 
collected. 

The election of officers was as follows: President, Prof. 
Elie H. LaPierre; first vice-president, J. Arthur Bean; second 
vice-president, John J. Tobin; treasurer, John G. Godding; sec- 
retary, Charles H. Davis. 

On motion of Mr. Ernst, it was voted that Mr. Canning, the 
retiring president, be accorded a life membership. He was 
also given a rising vote of thanks for his services. 

Mr. Brown, of Brighton, reported on the good work done 
in Auxiliary 12. Upon motion of Mr. Tobin, it was voted 
that the books kept by the secretaries of ‘the different auxilia- 
ries be withdrawn as superfluous. 

On motion of Mr. Finneran, it was voted that the Executive 
Committee comprise the Schedule Committee, with full power 
to act until the new committee is appointed. 

After an interesting discussion of the liquor law as _per- 
taining to druggists, it was voted, on motion of Mr. Canning. 
that the Legislative Committee be instructed to work for the 
repeal of that part of the screen law that relates to druggists. 
On motion of Mr. Tobin, it was voted that flowers be sent to 
Miss Sumner, one of the lady members, who recently met with 
an accident. 

It was moved by Mr. Ernst that the 
Retail Druggists be incorporated under the laws of Massa- 
chusetts. This, as amended by Mr. Canning to the effect that 
the matter be left to the officers of the association, with full 
powers to act, was voted. 

Frank W. Dallinger, of Cambridge, gave an interesting 
illustrated lecture on his hot soda urn, with samples of his 
product. 


soston Association of 











48 





METROPOLITAN ASSOCIATION MEETS. 





Annual Meeting of the Local Branch of the N. A. R. D.—Harmony 
Prevailed Contrary to Expectations—Action Taken and Officers 
Elected. 


Those who went to the annual meeting on Friday night, 
January 12, of the Metropolitan Association of Retail Drug- 
gists expecting to see a stormy session were disappointed in 
this respect. Prior to the meeting it had been whispered around 
that some members had brought their ‘axes’ with them and 
were going to use them quite freely ; that the meeting would be 
marked by some pretty plain talk and that there would be a 
lively debate over some features of the local situation. But 
nothing of that sort happened. If any member of the association 
took his “axe” with him, he kept it well out of sight. The 
meeting, which was held at the New York College of Pharmacy, 
and which lasted from about 9.30 p. m. until midnight, proved 
perfectly harmonious from beginning to end without one dis- 
cordant note. It was a veritable lovefeast. 

When President Anderson called the meeting to order there 
were about 60 members present; this number was increased to 
about 75 as the meeting progressed. Following the roll call of 
officers, president Anderson called vice-president Lauer to the 
chair, while he made his annual address; Mr. Lauer was not 
present then, neither were the two other vice-presidents—Peter 
Diamond or A. G. Searles. He finally asked Jacob Diner to 
preside temporarily. In his address president Anderson dwelt 
at some length upon price demoralization in the retail drug 
trade, particularly in Greater New York. It was, he said, an 
evil which affected all three branches of the drug trade. the 
manufacturer, jobber and retailer, and he pointed out how 
necessary it was to have perfect co-operation among all these 
interests if they hoped to accomplish the desired results. Of 
the Direct Contract Serial Numbering Plan, President Anderson 
said among other things: 

“Tt rises so far above all other plans that have been sug- 
gested or tried that its general introduction by the individual 
proprietor should not be interfered with by connecting it in any 
way with those plans that fail to give results, are illegal or 
benefit one branch of the trade alone. It is a plan involving the 
legal rights and the will of the individual proprietor and com- 
pliance with the same by those who desire to act as his whole- 
sale or retail distributing agents, and I believe the time has 
come for each local association affiliated with the N. A. R. D. 
and the N. A. R. D. in turn to leave no room for doubt as to 
their true position on this subject and at the same time cut off 
the possibility of misrepresentations by those whose selfish in- 
terests would retard or prevent the general acceptance of the 
plan by declaring that we want the direct contract serial num- 
ber plan only and the friendship and co-operation of the pro- 
prietor will be measured by his acceptance or rejection of the 
same. And in this connection I recommend that the N. A. R. D. 
reaffirm its faith in an allegiance to the direct contract serial 
numbering plan as the only plan that will produce desired re- 
sults, and call upon each manufacturer of proprietary remedies 
to market his products on that plan. 

“TI further recommend that this association suggest to its 
members the advisability of refusing to become distributing 
agents for any new proprietary remedy not marketed on the 
direct contract serial number plan. 

LOCAL CONDITIONS. — 

“It is less than one year since this association took up the 
work of assisting in the great movement for better conditions in 
the retail drug trade. We very wisely decided to confine our 
efforts principally to making a success of the direct contract 
serial number plan, and while I realize that local conditions 
must be changed somewhat before full success can be claimed 
for our undertaking, sufficient progress has been made to demon- 
strate the practicability and power of the D.C.S.N. plan, and 
a continuation of our efforts cannot fail to accomplish all we 
started out to do. 

“Our constituents must bear in mind the many obstacles to 
be overcome in a great commercial center like New York and 
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the time required in order to bring about a condition that will 
conform to the provisions of the new plan. 

“Many doubtful retailers had to be convinced, wholesalers 
who did not believe there was anything in it and that it would 
soon blow over shown that it was full and secure and had come 
to stay, and the deliberate and determined opposers hunted out 
and dealt with. 

“Unnumbered goods that were on the market before the 
proprietor put his plan in effect have caused much trouble and 
delay, but the supply of these is now practically exhausted, | 
and thus one by one the difficulties are disappearing and the 
issue is narrowing down to a contest with a few who apparently 
are determined to exhaust every means before giving in and 
accepting the new regulations and increased profits. 

“One of the most encouraging things in the situation to-day 
is the interest and activity of each proprietor who is marketing 
his products on the direct contract serial number plan. They 
are all here and treating violations and evasions of their con- 
tracts in a most consistent and determined manner, and with 
our support and co-operation success will surely crown their 
efforts. We all realize the importance and necessity of the 
work our association has undertaken. We have faith in the 
plans under which we are operating, and now all that is needed 
is a little patience, sufficient backbone to stand up and combat 
difficulties, and untiring efforts in the interest of those proprie- 
tors who have come to our rescue and replaced promises that 
were weak and unfruitful with acts that are sincere, strong and 
beneficial. 

“ We cannot do too much to show our appreciation of their 
efforts, and I recommend that this association request its mem- 
bers to give the products of all D. C. S. N. proprietors a most 
prominent place in their stores and by frequent window dis- 
plays, free distribution of advertising matter and personal sug- 
gestions, cause them to feel the true value of the retailer’s 
friendship and co-operation. 

, FINANCES. 

“The financing of any organization is an important item. 
The uncertainty as to membership made our estimate of last 
year’s income and expense a matter of speculation, but I be- 
lieve the report of the treasurer will show that we figured 
closely, and our income has been at least sufficient to pay all 
moneys due the N. A. R. D. for dues, organizers’ services, ete., 
and the ordinary running expenses of the association, except a 
salary for the secretary, which has never been fixed, Secretary 
Swann having done all the work of that office, and it has not 
been small by any means, without compensation. 

“In reviewing the work before us I have tried to figure how 
small a burden we can place upon our members and still pay 
expenses, and inasmuch as we must pay $4 to the N. A. R. D. 
for each member, and organization work should be continued in 
order to strengthen our association as much as possible, I recom- 
mend that the dues for the coming year be $8 per member. 

CONCLUSION. 

“In conclusion I want to assure you of my appreciation of 
the honor conferred on me by my election as the first president 
of the M. A. R. D., extend my thanks to the other officers for 
the assistance they have rendered to the members of the execu- 
tive and general committees, for their interest and encourage- 
ment, and express the hope that my successoremay receive the 
same loyal support from al] and the M. A. R. D. with increased 
strength and power may become a greater factor in the work 
for the benefit of the retail drug trade than its most ardent 
supporters have hoped it might be.” 

A committee of three, consisting of Messrs. Rosenzweig, 
Montgomery and Bischoff, was appointed to consider and re- 
port upon the recommendations in the president’s address. 

S. V. B. Swann then reported as secretary. Regarding the 
membership he said that on March 28, 1905, there were about 
400 members; since then the number steadily increased up to 
November of last year, very few new members having joined 
the association during that and the succeeding month. The 
membership at present, he said, stood as follows: 


Member in boroughs of Kings and Richmond who have paid $7.50 120 
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Members in Borough of Manhattan who have paid less than $7.50 425 
Members in Borough of Manhattan who have paid $7.50........+- 247 


This total membership represents 75 per cent. of the retail 
drug trade of Greater New York, and shows an increase in 
membership of more than 600 since the association was organ- 
ized. Secretary Swann then read the minutes of the meetings 
of the executive committee and also of the last meeting of the 
general committee, held at Allaire’s, 192 Third avenue, Monday, 
January 8. What took place at that meeting may be briefly 
summarized as follows: The general committee refused to 
accept the resignation of the Staten Island auxiliary and also 
refused to take favorable action on the “open market” resolu- 
tion adopted at a previous meeting of the Kings County Phar- 
maceutical Society. The Staten Islanders claimed that the 
only relief they had obtained was a schedule adopted last sum- 
mer which the N. A. R. D. was unable to enforce for them. 
That was the reason they wished to withdraw from the local 
branch of the national association. A communication on this 
subject from Thomas V. Wooten left the matter entirely in the 
hands of the M. A. R. D. Secretary Swann was instructed by 
the general committee to inform the Staten Island contingent 
that the M. A. R. D. could not accept their resignation for the 
reason that it recognizes only individuals and not districts. It 
also developed at the meeting of the general committee that 
upon the request of president Anderson the two organizers had 
been withdrawn from this city, because of the lack of funds 
with which to pay them. The committee endorsed this action. 
On the question of buying clubs, Mr. Wooten said he had no 
intention of interfering. 

On motion the secretary’s report was received. 

Treasurer Rosenzweig reported that the total receipts up 
to and including January 12, 1906, were $2,269.75; the total 
disbursements were $2,226.10, leaving a balance in the treasury 
of $58.65. 

The matter of the Kings County “open market” resolution 
then came up. The resolution as passed by the Kings County 
Society read as follows: 


Resolved, That it is the sense of the Kings County Pharmaceutical 
Society that the Metropolitan Association of Retail Druggists, through 
the N. A. R. D., shall request all manufacturers to market their goods 
on the Direct Contract Serial Numbering Plan, and that those who do 
not adopt this plan be requested to sell their goods in the New York 
market without regard to the rebate plan or tripartite agreement, pro- 
viding such sale does not interfere with existing arrangements in other 
parts of the country. 


Mr. Rehfus then offered a substitute resolution as follows: 
Resolved, That we request all manufacturers of proprietary reme- 
dies to market their products on the direct Contract Serial Numbering 
Plan, and we request those who do not to give to all retail druggists of 


this city the same privileges in pt pw. as may be accorded the large 
dealers, brokers or other buyers of their products. 


After some discussion in which Reuben R. Smith, Jacob 
Diner and others participated, this substitute resolution, 
seconded by Mr. Diner, was unanimously adopted, and the sub- 
ject which many had expected would precipitate a hot discus- 
sion was meekly and harmoniously settled. 

Mr. Montgomery, for the special committee that had been 
appointed to secure representation for pharmacists on the City 
Board of Health, reported. He said that a joint committee 
representing the various pharmaceutical associations had 
waited on Health Commissioner Darlington and had submitted 
arguments in favor of having pharmacists represented on the 
advisory board of the Health Department. Commissioner 
Darlington, he said, did not think it necessary to have a phar- 
macist on the general advisory board, but the Commissioner 
said he had been thinking seriously of asking some pharmacists 
to act as an advisory board on all matters of the department 
affecting the drug trade. He accordingly requested the dele- 
gation to name some ten pharmacists from whom say five 
could be selected to act as such a board. Mr. Montgomery 
said that had been done and the list of names had been mailed 
to Commissioner Darlington. 


RECOMMENDATIONS ADOPTED, 


The report of the committee on the president’s recommen- 
dations was then received and unanimously adopted. The 
recommendations follow: 
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“We reaffirm our faith in the Direct Contract Serial Num- 
bering Plan. The evidence of the success of the plan is so fully 
illustrated to our satisfaction by the action of the several 
proprietors marketing their goods in this manner that we 
urge our members to use their utmost efforts for furthering 
this plan. 

“We advise our members to refuse to put any new prepara- 
tions on sale unless they are marked under the D. C. S, N. 
plan. 

“We recommend that the dues of $8 for the ensuing year 
may be divided into two parts whenever the payment of the 
whole at one time would be impracticable.” 

The matter of the status of pharmacists in the army and 
navy was brought up, and on motion of Mr. Bischoff the Met- 
ropolitan Association ‘“ endorsed the movement to elevate the 
position of pharmacists in the army and navy.” 

Mr. Bohan, of the N. A. R. D. staff, was reappointed as 
an organizer in this city. 


TALKS BY VISITORS. 

President Anderson then called on some of the visitors at 
the meeting for remarks. The first one to respond to this in- 
vitation was Dr. Leed, president of the Eye-Fix Company. 
He said that his company had had great success with the D. C. 
S. N. plan. The next speaker was Mr. Weil, of the wholesale 
firm of Britt, Loeffler & Weil; he congratulated the associa- 
tion on the work already accomplished. The jobbing trade, 
he said, would give all the support it possibly could, and it 
would not be the jobbers’ fault if the movement did not sue- 
ceed. At any time that the M. A. R. D. is in need of assistance, 
the jobbing trade, he said, will be ready to give it. 


JOBBERS ARE PLAYING FAIR. 

Mr. DeShetley, manager of the N. A. R. D.’s Department 
of the East, spoke on the strength of the M. A. R. D. organiza- 
tion. A very good showing had been made, he said, in view 
of the demoralized conditions at the start. The West Side of 
the city was well organized, but much remained to be done 
on the East Side. He referred to a conference which he, John 
C. Gallagher and two others had had recently with repre- 
sentatives of the local jobbing trade. The jobbers gave assur- 
ances of assisting the movement in every possible way. “The 
jobbers are playing fair,” said Mr. DeShetley, “and are for 
the retailer, and we are friends of the jobber if the jobber is 
our friend.” He spoke of the work being done by the Depart- 
ment of the East. “The department is here to stay,” he con- 
tinued, ‘and will gladly assist every retailer in Greater New 
York at any and all times.” 

Among others who made remarks were Harry B. Mason, 
associate editor of the Bulletin of Pharmacy, Detroit; Messrs. 
Bellaire and Bohan, N. A. BR. D., organizers; Mr. Davis, of 
Westchester County; Mr. Maas, of the East New York district, 
and Mr. Adams, N. A. R. D. organizer in New Jersey. 

THE NEW OFFICERS. 

The election of officers for the ensuing year was then 
taken up. President Anderson declined re-election. On motion 
of Mr. Diner, a rising vote of thanks was tendered to Dr. 
Anderson for his untiring efforts in behalf of the association 
and the able manner in which he had performed the duties 
of president. Mr. Diner then proposed Reuben R. Smith for 
president. There were no other nominations and one ballot 
was cast by the secretary for Mr. Smith. The following offi- 
cers and trustees were then named, there being no contest in 
any office and one ballot being cast for the nominee in each 
case: 

For first vice-president, Jacob Diner, of Manhattan. 

For second vice-president, O. C. Kleine, of Brooklyn. 

For third vice-president, W. F. Maas, of Brooklyn. 

For secretary, S. V. B. Swann, of Manhattan. 

For treasurer, A. H. Bischoff, of the Bronx. 

For trustees, Messrs. Alpers, Lauer, Rafter and Diamond, 
of Manhattan; Messrs. Kunkle and Heimmerzheim, of Kings, 
and Louis Axt, of Staten Island. 

After the installation of the new officers and trustees, the 
meeting adjourned. 
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MANHATTAN DRUGGISTS MEET. 





Advisory Board of Pharmacists for the Health Department—Com- 
missioner Darlington’s Official Recognition Gratiffes Members 
of the Manhattan Association—An Address by Harry B. Mason. 


Routine matters were about the only business transacted 
at the regular monthly meeting of the Manhattan Pharma- 
ceutical Association’s meeting last Monday night. President 
Alpers was in the chair and there were about twenty members 
present. After the reading and approving of the minutes as 
read by Secretary Swann (who was complimented on the 
complete nature of same) Treasurer Hitchcock reported that 
$11.25 had been received in dues since the previous meeting ; 
the disbursements had been $97. The balance on hand was 
reported as $101.85. 

Mr. Searles, for the Legislative Committee, reported that 
nothing had so far developed in the State Legislature of any 
direct interest to pharmacists, and he hoped that this state of 
affairs would continue. 

RECOGNITION FOR PHARMACISTS. 

Dr. Alpers, as chairman of the special committee appointed 
to secure representation for pharmacists on the advisory board 
of the City Health Department, reported that joint meetings 
had been held with delegates from the various pharmaceutical 
associations, at which the subject had been thoroughly dis- 
cussed. A sub-committee was appointed and conferred with 
Health Commissioner Darlington, placing before him the re- 
quest of the drug trade. The Commissioner did not think it 
advisable or necessary to have a pharmacist as a member of 
the advisory board, but he favored the creation of an advisory 
board composed of pharmacists which could be consulted in all 
health board matters pertaining to pharmacy. Commissioner 
Darlington asked the committee to send him names of pharma- 
cists for such a board, and accordingly the committee for- 
warded the following names: C. O. Bigelow, William C. Alpers, 
Felix Hirsemann, William Muir and B. H. Bernstein. 

“T believe we should all be gratified with this official recog- 
nition,” said Dr. Alpers; “it is a matter for congratulation, 
and I believe that gradually the profession of pharmacy will be 
looked upon in a much broader light than it has been in the 
past.” 

INVITED TO THE ALUMNI BALL, 

A communication was read from the Alumni Association of 
the New York College inviting the members of the Manhattan 
Association to attend the annual Alumni ball, which is to be 
held on February 7 at the Crystal Palace. 

Mr. Hitchcock, for the committee in charge of the pamphlet 
which will contain data on the new United States Pharmaco- 
poia, reported progress, 

President Alpers then introduced Harry B. Mason, associate 
editor of the Bulletin of Pharmacy, Detroit, who delivered an 
address on 

“THE TWO LEGISLATIVE QUESTIONS OF THE HOUR.” 

Mr. Mason said that “ wise legislation, effective legislation, 
the legislation which accomplishes results, is simply the crystal- 
lization into written law of the unwritten dictates of public 
sentiment.” He dwelt at some length upon legislation in gen- 
eral, and then divided his subject into two chief movements 
now manifesting themselves in pharmaceutical legislation— 
namely, graduation prerequisite laws and antinarcotic legisla- 
Among other things, he said: 


tion. 


GRADUATION PREREQUISITE LAWS. 

Just at present we are entering upon a new legislative 
movement—that for making graduation in pharmacy com- 
pulsory—and there is danger that we may proceed with 
too much haste. New York blazed the path of the bold 
and ambitious pioneer two years ago, and won historic 
credit for herself by enacting the first graduation pre- 
requisite law. Pennsylvania was quick to follow in her 
footsteps; the Wisconsin Board promptly established 
the graduation requirement on its own initiative. Hawaii 
had previously enacted the Beal model law containing the 
graduation provision. Minnesota endeavored to secure a 
prerequisite measure, but her bill was defeated at the 


’ 
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eleventh hour by a deputation of pharmacists themselves. 
During the last year association after association in the 
various States has resolved to tread the new path, and we 
need not be surprised if a number of graduation pre- 
requisite bills appear here and there before different legis- 
latures within the next few weeks. 

The new gospel has found wide acceptance. 


It is in the 


air. Enthusiastic zealots and supporters are everywhere 
to be found. But we need to be careful. We need to go 
slow. The opposition which the Minnesota measure en- 


countered furnishes clear evidence of at least one State 
that is not yet ready for the step. The rank and file of 
pharmacists themselves must gradually come to realize the 
necessity of prerequisite legislation before it can be suc- 
cessfully accomplished. If we push it through in defiance 
of their wishes and in spite of their opposition we shall 
certainly find it robbed largely of its strength, and we need 
not be surprised if we wake up some morning and dis- 
cover that it has been repealed and that the cause has. 
been given a setback from which it will not speedily re- 
cover. <A year ago opposition developed against the New 
York law in the center of the State, and it cannot be 
gainsaid that the statute would have been in serious 
danger but for the strong sentiment which existed in its 
favor—a sentiment which had been slowly developing 
throughout the State during the years that the subject of 
prerequisite legislation was being discussed and agitated 
among you. 

I believe absolutely in the wisdom and necessity of the 
graduation prerequisite movement. I am convinced that 
the public welfare demands it, and that incidentally it 
will result in vital benefit to the material no less than to 
the professional welfare of pharmacy itself. But I desire 
the progress of the movement so much that I am anxious 
to see it realized in the right and permanent way. Some 
States—a very few—are doubtless ripe for prerequisite 
legislation immediately. In the majority of States, how- 
ever, even if laws were passed, and. even if they were not 
afterward repealed, they would inevitably be enforced in 
a manner which would put a premium upon cheap and 
inferior education, and which would cause a_ horde of 
mushroom colleges to spring into existence and lower the 
tone of pharmaceutical training. 

SIX NECESSARY FEATURES OF ANTI-NARCOTIC LAWS. 

After somewhat extended study and observation, I 
am led to the conclusion that an anti-narcotic law should 
contain the following features: 

1. It should, of course, confine sales to physicians’ pre- 
scriptions, forbid “repeats,” the presentation of copies, 
and provide for the proper filing of all prescriptions. 

2. It should involve the sale not merely of one or two 
narcotics, but of the several substances used by drug 
habitues to any considerable extent. The A. Ph. A. model 
law mentions cocaine, heroin, alpha or beta cocaine, opium, 
morphine, chloral hydrate, salts or compounds of these, 
and preparations containing more than specified amounts: 
of them. It has been discovered in Illinois that to prohibit 
the sale of cocaine simply is but to increase the sale of 
morphine. In Ohio, where the law mentions nothing but 
“cocaine,” and not even the salts of this alkaloid, it has 
been found difficult to secure convictions. 

3. The law should by clear inference or direct state- 
ment involve the sale of proprietary preparations contain- 
ing more than permissible quantities of narcotics. Certaim 
snuffs have made cocaine habitues by the score and have 
also perpetuated the vice. 

4. The enforcement of the law must be placed specifi- 
cally in the hands of some definite officer or board or 
court. The omission of this principle has made dead let- 
ters of at least two or three laws. 

5. The physician as well as the pharmacist should be 
punished. In some instances laws have been nullified by 
the acts of unprincipled physicians in writing prescriptions 
ad libitum. Important as this principle is, however, it 
was recognized in only two of the six laws enacted last 
year—those of Texas and Minnesota. 

6. The law should provide penalties severe enough to 
act as deterrents. In Ohio, where until recently only a 
small fine was imposed, it was found that cocaine sellers 
were not disturbed in the least, since with sales amounting 
in many instances to $15 or $20 a day they could laugh 
at such light punishment. Much the same experience has 
been had in several other States. 

To this list of provisions should perhaps be added that 
which the Illinois pharmacists propose to insert in their 
new law and which may also be found in the statute 
enacted last year in Missouri—namely, power to examine 
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the books of any jobber in order to secure confirmatory 
evidence against a violator. 

With the exception of this last provision all in the 
foregoing list are to be found in the model anti-narcotic 
law drafted by Professor Beal some years ago at the re- 
quest of the American Pharmaceutical Association. The 
model is unquestionably an admirable measure, and there 
can be no doubt that it represents the best wisdom of the 
hour on this important subject. That it should be made 
the basis of all new anti-narcotic legislation is clear, not 
only because of its excellence, but because the acts of the 
various States must be uniform so far as possible if the 
conditions are to be coped with successfully and if the law 
of one State is not to some extent to nullify that of 
another. 

Summing up these suggestions for an anti-narcotic law, 
I would repeat that the A. Ph. A. model should be used 
with the possible addition of a provision giving the right 
to examine the books of the jobbers, suggested by the ex- 
perience in Illinois, and with the imposition of more severe 
penalties than the model provides—iail imprisonment for 
either the first or second offense and suspension or revo- 
eation of license for either the second or third offense. 
The model provides for jail imprisonment for the third 
offense and does not, as has been explained, provide at 
all for the revocation or suspension of licenses. The ques- 
tion of proper penalties is a vital one, for several laws 
have been found practically worthless because the punish- 
ment has been insufficient. 


Wholesalers Dine and Confer. 

There have been several interesting gatherings of the whole- 
sale trade in New York during the past fortnight. At an in- 
formal dinner given in the Waldorf-Astoria, on January 10, 
Albert Plaut, of Lehn & Fink, entertained W. J. Walding, of 
Toledo; W. A. Hover, of Denver; Frank A. Faxon, of Kansas 
City; James W. Morrisson, of Chicago; Mahlon N. Kline, of 
Philadelphia ; Clayton F. Shoemaker, of Philadelphia; John N. 
Carey, of Indianapolis; M. Cary Peter, of Louisville; Samuel 
E. Strong, of Cleveland, and Lucius B. Hall, of Cleveland. 

On the same day the Committee on Suits of the N. W. D. A. 
met and adopted a course of action with regard to suits against 
members of the association. The legal expenses incurred by 
members in cases brought against them because of their sup- 
port of N. W. D. A. principles will hereafter be borne by 
the association, though in cases in which damages are award- 
ed the damages must be paid by the individual defendants 
against whom the verdict is given. 

Thomas H. Potts, of Philadelphia, attended the meeting as 
the representative of the National Association of Retail Drug- 


gists, accompanied by John C. Gallagher, of Jersey City; 
Charles Rebhfuss, of Philadelphia, and William DeShetley, 


manager of the New York office of the N. A. R. D. 

The organization of wholesale druggists known as_ the 
Metropolitan Drug Club entertained the visiting jobbers at 
the Drug and Chemical Club on Thursday. President William 
P. Ritchie had to leave early and his place was taken by 
Albert Plaut, who toasted the visitors and put forward John 
N. Carey, chairman of the Committee on Proprietary Goods 
of the N. W. D. A., as the next president of the association, 
at the same time naming Dr. W. J. Schieffelin to succeed Mr. 
Carey as chairman of the Committee on Proprietary Goods. 





Fort Worth Druggists Elect Officers. 

Fort Worth, Texas, January 9.—The Fort Worth Retail 
Druggists’ Association held its annual meeting last evening at 
the Delaware Hotel and elected officers, who are as follows: 
C. B. Ambrose, president; R. M. Anderson, first vice-president ; 
R. Haddaway, second vice-president; H. F. Lackey, secretary, 
and John R. Parker, treasurer. 





He Decided Not to Open It. 
Caller—I was thinking about opening a drug store in this 
neighborhood. Do you think one is needed around here? 
Resident—Great idea. There’s no place within ten blocks 
where a man can buy stamps or see the city directory. 





‘At a conference just held in Chicago in the interests chiefly of the 
Proprietary Association of America, and attended by representatives of 
this association and of the A. Ph. A., the N. A. R. D. and the N, W. 
D. A., the A. Ph. A. model anti-narcotic bill was so modified as to pro- 


vide for the imposition of the revocation penalty for the third offense. 
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BOARD OF TRADE DRUG SECTION. 





Annual Meeting and Election of Officers—Section Will Oppose the 
Heyburn Pure Food Bill—Customs Delays. 


The annual meeting of the Drug Trade Section of the New 
York Board of Trade and Transportation was held at the rooms 
of the board on Thursday, January 18, when new officers were 
elected for the ensuing year, and action was taken on a numnn- 
ber of matters presented to the board. The Committee on Leg- 
islation was instructed to oppose the Heyburn Pure Food bill 
and any similar measure containing provisions objectionable 
to the interests of the drug trade. 

A report was read from the Committee of Jobbing Druggists 
showing that the past year had been prosperous and that many 
trade abuses had been corrected. 

John H. Stallman called the attention of the section to the 
fact that certain drugs are being ordered to the appraiser’s 
stores and held there by the customs authorities for an indefi- 
nite time. In some instances, Mr. Stallman said, the goods 
were detained from three to four weeks, greatly inconvenienc- 
ing the importers. He said detentions of Mexican sarsaparilla 
had resulted in sending much of the merchandise to European 
ports. A committee was named to investigate the alleged de- 
lays. 

The annual election of officers resulted as follows: Chair- 
man, Charles 8S. Littell; vice-chairman, Philip S. Tilden; treas- 
urer, William A. Hamann, and secretary, William F. MeCon- 
nell. James H. Taft & Co. and the Carl H. Schultz Company 
were elected to membership. 

Appraiser Whitehead, when asked about the alleged delays: 
in drug imports, said he knew of no unusual delays. He said 
samples of drugs are taken to the United States laboratory for 
tests, and that if the examination showed impurities it was 
probable the corresponding goods on the docks would be or- 
dered into the appraiser’s warehouse for scrutiny. In such in- 
stances, the appraiser declared, he was only carrying out the 
provisions of the treasury regulations. 


KINGS COUNTY SOCIETY. 


Topics Discussed at the Regular Monthly Meeting—New Telephone 
Company Makes a Bid for Business—Telephone Committee of 
the Society Asked to Confer—Health Commissioner Does Not 
Want a Pharmacist on the Advisory Board. 


The January meeting of the Kings County Pharmaceutical 
Society was held at the Brooklyn College of Pharmacy on the 
9th inst. President Paradis occupied the chair and Secretary 
Ifegeman recorded. An application for membership was re- 
ceived from Arthur Worthington, and the following candidates 
proposed at the previous meeting were balloted for and de- 
clared elected, after the usual formalities: John J. Cizmowski, 
George Arthur Deitz, jr.. Dudley G. Worden, George V. Dress- 
ner, Antonino Virdone, Samuel Grant, W. J. N. Brandenberg, 
Frank M. Byrne, Isidor Hirsch, Thomas Lamb, Alfred T. 
Wood and John J. Fenton, 

Dr. P. W. Ray, treasurer, reported a balance in the treasury 
of the college of $4,839.21 and in the society’s treasury of 
$221.02. 

The annual meeting of the New York State Board of Phar- 
macy was reported at length by Dr. William Muir, after which 
announcement was made of the forthcoming annual meeting of 
the M. A. R. D., when the secretary was instructed to notify alk 
members of the Kings County Pharmaceutical Society to attend. 

The privileges of the floor were given to L. J. Lewis, a 
representative of the Great Eastern Telephone Company, who 
addressed the members briefly, telling them that his concerm 
would put in telephones at one-half the price per year now 
charged. He made the request that members sign the contract 
of his company. A committee, consisting of Adrian Paradis, 
J. G. Wischert and William Muir, was appointed to look into 
the matter and report at the next meeting. 

Harry B. Mason, associate editor of the Bulletin of Phar- 
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macy, of Detroit, ‘was introduced by President Paradis, and 
expressed the good wishes of the pharmacists of his city. He 
paid several compliments to the society, saying among other 
things that the members of the Kings County Pharmaceutical 
Society were always to be found in the front ranks when there 
was fighting to be done for the elevation of pharmacy and the 
pharmacist. 

J. H. Rehfuss made a report for the committee which 
waited on Health Commissioner Darlington in regard to the 
appointment of a pharmacist on the Advisory Board of the 
Health Department. No appointment had yet been made, he 
said, and it was doubtful if pharmacists would be named for 
the place. Dr. Muir said he didn’t think it would be prudent 
to have a representative on the board, even should Commis- 
sioner Darlington desire it, because in Such a case all business 
men would think their lines should have a representative on the 
board and complications would perhaps arise. 


WESTCHESTER COUNTY DRUGGISTS. 
Officers Elected—Westchester Wants Board Recognition. 


The twenty-third annual meeting of the Westchester County 
Pharmaceutical Association, which was held at the Park Hill 
Inn, Yonkers, on Wednesday, January 10, was one of the larg- 
est in the history of the association. The discussion relative to 
legislative matters and the question of getting representation 
on the State Board of Pharmacy were the principal topics, and 
a committee of five, consisting of J. M. McCullough, of White 
Plains; F. C. Koch, of Mamaroneck; W. J. Townsend, of 
Ossining; Geo. B. Wray, of Yonkers, and U. Wiesendanger, of 
Yonkers, was appointed by the president to look into the mat- 
ter. The committee was given power to use whatever means 
were considered best to accomplish the desired end. 

The retiring president, F. C. Koch, of Mamaroneck, in his 
annual address spoke at some length on the future conditions 
to be encountered by the retail druggist in the handling of pat- 
ents that will require a liquor license. 

OFFICERS ELECTED. 

The election of officers for the ensuing year resulted in the 
choice of the following: President, John T. Davis, of Yonk- 
ers; vice-presidents, Fred Lent, of Peekskill, and U. Wiesen- 
danger, of Yonkers; treasurer, J. B. Sackett, of Tarrytown 
(his eighteenth year) ; secretary, H. R. Safford, of Yonkers. 

A number of applications for membership were received. 
This association has always been a staunch adherent of the 
N. A. R. D., and pays $1 of each members’ dues in that body. J. 
D. Bellair, representing the N. A. R. D., was present, and spoke 
in a convincing and forceful manner on the good work accom- 
plished by the organization. 

During the dinner hours, Bert K. Forest, of Brooklyn, enter- 
tained the association with humorous stories and popular songs, 
and Wm. Walsh, of Yonkers, played selections on the piano. 

The County Association on this occasion was the guest of 
the Yonkers Drug Association. The next meeting will be held 
at the City Club, Mt. Vernon, Wednesday, April 11. 


Kennebec Valley Druggists Elect Officers. 

Augusta, Maine, January 12.—A largely attended meeting of 
the Kennebec Valley Druggists’ Association was held Thursday 
afternoon in the rooms at Hotel North, and the following offi- 
cers were elected to serve the ensuing year: President, John 
Coughlin, of Augusta ; vice-president, Chester H. Beane, of Gar- 
diner; secretary, H. Leroy Simpson, of Waterville; treasurer, 
Percy W. Means, of Augusta. The above were also elected 
members of the Executive Committee, with the addition of J. F. 
Young. 

Following the business meeting a fine banquet was served. 

The following members of the association were in attend- 
ance: John Coughlin, Percy Means, T. P. Kenney, Harry E. 
Goodrich, Charles B. Murphy, Willis R. Partridge and Horace 
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E. Bowditch, of Augusta; Chester H. Beane, of Gardiner; J. F. 
Young, of Hallowell, and H. Leroy Simpson, W. G. Bell, John 
D’Orsay and John Davieau, of Waterville. 


RHODE ISLAND PHARMACISTS IN SESSION. 


Officers Elected at the Annual Meeting—Prof. John E. Groff, 
President. 


The attendance at the annual meeting of the Rhode Island 
Pharmaceutical Association, which was held in Providence on 
Wednesday, January 10, was disappointingly small and most of 
the time of the meeting was occupied with the discussion of pro- 
posed changes in the pharmacy law. The chairman of the com- 
mittee appointed last year to investigate the matter and bring 
about the passage of a new law was not present, but the topic 
was discussed by members. Most of the chairmen of commit- 
tees were absent. The secretary reported a membership of 159. 
Two members died during the last year and two were elected to 
membership. ‘The election of officers resulted as follows: Pres- 
ident, John E. Groff. Vice-presidents—Providence County, G. A. 
Gladding; Washington County, A. B. Collins; Newport County, 
J. T. Wright; Kent County, 8S. W. Hines; Bristol County, W. H. 
Buffington. Secretary, Charles H. Daggett; treasurer, E. T. Col- 
ton; Executive Committee, H. A. Pearce (chairman), E. W. 
Vars and A. A, Johnson, jr. 

The society voted to pay the treasurer $20 per annum and to 
make a contribution toward the Procter monument at Washing- 
ton, the amount to be decided upon later. 


That National Association of Buying Clubs. 

It is reported that the members of the various retail drug 
clubs who brought about the meeting of co-operative drug com- 
panies in New York recently are quietly at work organizing drug 
companies throughout the country. It is the intention, it is said, 
to establish co-operative buying clubs in at least fifty of the 
leading cities of the United States. Each company will be man- 
aged by its own directors and officers, but there will later on 
be a company organized to do the purchasing for all members of 
the association. 

The new association which is to be formed will consist solely 
of the members of the co-operative drug companies throughout the 
United States and will be in many respects similar to the Na- 
tional Wholesale Druggists’ Association. Since the meeting in 
New York the committee has received assurances from many 
cities that were unrepresented. Within a short time there is to 
be another meeting of the co-operative drug companies, at which 
it is believed definite plans will be presented for the formation 
of the new association. 


DIED. 

AttTon.—In Toledo, Ohio, on Thursday, December 28, 1905, 
Charles R. Atton, aged thirty-two years, 

Brapsuaw.—In Huntsville, Ala., on Friday, January 5, 
tobert Bradshaw. 

CLARK.—In New York, on January 6, Henry A. Clark. 

Dovois.—In New York, on Thursday, January 11, Ernest 
Dovois. 

GericErR.—In Alexandria, La., on Friday, January 5, Henry 
Geiger, aged thirty-seven years. 

Piquett.—In Baltimore, Md., on Thursday, December 28, 
1905, Dr. John P. Piquett, aged fifty-six years. 

SpacKMAN.—In Hamilton, Canada, on Tuesday, January 2, 
George W. Spackman, aged forty-one years. 

Swirt.—In Salt Lake City, Utah, on Saturday, December 
30, 1905, C. D. Swift. 

TowNseEND.—In Albany, N. Y., on Thursday, December 28, 
1905, John de Peyster Townsend, aged sixty-six years. 

Yockrey.—In Worthington, Ind., on Friday, December 29. 
1905, James A. Yockey, aged thirty-seven years. 
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Greater New York News. 


President Calvin Hotchkiss, of the H. G. Hotchkiss Essen- 
tial Oil Company, Lyons, N. Y., was in town last week. 


R. R. Boggs has been engaged by Lehn & Fink to handle 
their sundry line in Philadelphia, Baltimore and Washington. 


N. Nicolai, one of Parke, Davis & Co.’s foreign representa- 
tives, sailed recently for Europe on a business trip. He went 
to London and from there he will go to the Continent. 


H. C. Fick, who represents Lehn & Fink in Wisconsin and 
Minnesota, has returned to that territory, after a two weeks’ 
visit made by him and his wife in New York. 


P. E. Hall, auditor of Parke, Davis & Co., returned recently 
on the steamship Baltic from London, where he went in the 
interest of the firm. After a brief stay here he left for Detroit. 


H. G. Polson, manager of the Canadian branch of Magnus 
& Lauer at Kingston, Ont., has returned to that place after a 
short stay in this city. He was accompanied here by Mrs. 
Polson. 


At the regular meeting of the Society of Chemical Industry, 
held in the Chemists’ Club last Friday evening, Prof. Charles 
Baskerville, of the College of the City of New York, delivered 
a lecture on the “ Uses of the Rare Earths.” 


Mrs. Sydney H. Carragan returned to New York on the 
steamship Baltic last week from a tour of the British Isles 
and the Continent of Europe. P. E. Hall, auditor of Parke, 
Davis & Co., of Detroit, and Mrs. Hall, were Mrs. Carragan’s 
traveling companions. 

The firm of Charles Pfizer & Co. has been reorganized, 
Charles Pfizer, Jr., having withdrawn as president. The firm 
is now oflicered by Emil Pfizer, president; William H. Erhart, 
vice-president; John Anderson, treasurer, and Franklin Black, 
secretary. 

Recent visitors to New York included Clinton E. Worden, 
president of the National Pharmacy Company, of San Fran- 
cisco; Frederick H. Stearns, president of Frederick Stearns & 
Co., of Detroit; T. B. Glazebrook, of the Tilden Company, New 
Lebanon, N. Y., who is manager of the St. Louis office; 8. J. 
Tilden, New Lebanon, N. Y., and Harry B. Mason, of Detroit. 


M. J. Breitenbach, of the M. J. Breitenbach Company, spent 
the holidays at his old home near Brunswick, Ga. It is al- 
ways a pleasure to meet and talk with Mr. Breitenbach after 
one of his regular visits to the Southland, for his darkey 
tales and reminiscences of wild turkey shooting are interest- 
ing in an unusual degree. 

Henry A. Clarke, one of the New York City representatives 
of Parke, Davis & Co., was found dead on a side track of the 
Third Avenue Elevated Road near the 177th street station on 
Saturday, January 6. It is believed that the deceased met his 
death by accident, though the police were unable to account for 
the manner of his death. Mr. Clarke lived at 2209 Cambreling 
avenue, the Bronx, and was well known to the retail trade of 
this city. 

Joseph L. Lemberger, of Lebanon, Pa., president of the Amer- 
ican Pharmaceutical Association, was registered as a guest at 
the Drug and Chemical Club of this city last week. Mr. Lem- 
berger, who is treasurer of the Board of Foreign Missions of 
the Reformed Church in America, was in the city in attendance 
on a conference of treasurers of various foreign mission boards. 
Mr. Lemberger took occasion to call on several of the active 
members of the association, who are engaged in committee 
work, and confer with them on association affairs. 


The Drug Trade Bowling Association resumed its tourna- 
ment on Monday evening, January 8, after the holiday interval. 
Teams representing the following firms participated: Merck 
& Co., Lanman & Kemp, Roessler & Hasslacher Chemical Com- 
pany, Seabury & Johnson, Whitall-Tatum Company, and the 
Dodge & Olcott Company. The Roessler & Hasslacher aud 


Dodge & Olcott teams won two games each. The Whitall- 
Tatum team lost both of its games, thus placing the Parke, 
Davis & Co. team in the lead in the series. The Merck & Co. 
bowlers lost one game and forfeited one. The Lanman & Kemp 
and the Seabury & Johnson teams each won and lost a game. 
The highest score of the evening—214, was made by Mr. Rud- 
diman, of Dodge & Olcott. 





New York Druggists and Telephones. 


In the New York Business Telephone Directory, covering 
the boroughs of Manhattan and the Bronx, there are, at a 
rough estimate, about 36,850 names. Of these, something like 
1,150 are of retail druggists. But this three per cent. does 
not begin to represent the relative importance of the drug- 
gists to the telephone company. A more numerous class of 
‘phone users is nade up of physicians. Perhaps there are 
4,000 telephones in physicians’ offices in the two boroughs, 
but these are for the use of the physicians, while the drug- 
gists’ ‘phones are for the use of the public. The 1,150 drug- 
gists’ ’phones yield the company a large income from tolls. 
There are public ’phones in saloons, too, but these have a 
rather restricted field of usefulness at all times, and are closed 
to the public, or are supposed to be, on Sundays, election day, 
and after 1 o’clock at night. Apartment house ’phones are 
used by residents in the apartment house, but not by the gen- 
eral public, and the same holds good to a limited extent as to 
hotel ‘phones. Pay ’phones are to be found in cigar stores and 
confectionery shops, but these are by no means so numerous or 
so well distributed as drug stores. In other words, the tele- 
phone company reaps its rich harvest through the druggists. 

Perhaps there are druggists in this city who regard the 
telephone company’s charges as too high, its service not always 
what it ought to be, its treatment of themselves not uniformly 
courteous, or even just. 

Whom have they to blame for this? 

If the 1,150 druggists in Manhattan and the Bronx, and 
their brothers in the other three boroughs of this city, who are 
not satisfied with the telephone situation would stop appointing 
committees to stand with hat in hand outside the doors of the 
telephone company’s oftices, craving a hearing, and would rise 
as one man and remove the instruments from their stores, the 
telephone bosses would go to them and beg them to put the 
*phones back on any terms which they might name. 

The druggist is a “good thing’; he is being ground to 
powder between the telephone monopoly on the one side and 
the public who uses him as a free convenience on the other. 

There is such a thing as riding a willing horse to death; 
but the horse which permits such treatment deserves to be 
classed with another species’ of the genus equus which is dis- 
tinguished by its harsh bray and long ears. 

Druggists have the power to dictate terms to the telephone 
companies. In other towns they have exercised this power. 
Perhaps in no other large city in the country are the druggists 
so imposed upon by telephone owners a’ are the druggists of 
New York. The company is not to blame, as things go in this 
get-rich-quick day; it is not conducting an eleemosynary insti- 
tution—only druggists do that. The average New York drug- 
gist is so busy working to pay rent on a store to be shared 
with him (rent free) by the telephone company, and to pay for 
a directory to be shared with him (also free) by every other 
business man and private individual in the block, that he 
thinks he has “no time to read the journals” or to go to the 
association meetings to learn what druggists in other towns 
have done to free themselves from the nuisances which beset 
them. 

One trouble with New York is that it is so well satisfied 
with the fact that it is New York that it refuses to learn 
valuable lessons from Kansas City and other “ provincial” 
municipalities. 

The ass that patiently staggers under an onerous burden 
excites one’s pity but hardly one’s admiration.—Druggists’ 
Circular. 
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Brooklyn High School’s Encouraging Move. 

The Boys’ High School, of Brooklyn, evening class depart- 
ment, has circularized the druggists of Brooklyn calling their 
attention to the courses in physiology, hygiene and anatomy 
which are open to prospective pharmacy students. The phar- 
macists addressed are asked to bring the matter to the atten- 
tion of their apprentices, as any student attending 85 out of 
100 evening classes and passing a satisfactory examination 
is entitled to an affidavit to that effect from the principal 
of the High School, and such affidavit forwarded to the Re- 
gents of the University of the State of New York entitles 
the holder to a credit of six Regents’ counts. The course is 
a free one, and, as will be seen, its successful completion 
leaves the student in possession of one-half of the Regents’ 
counts required by the prerequisite law pertaining to phar- 
macy. 


Annual Ball of the N. Y. C. P. Alumni. 

The Alumni Association of the College of Pharmacy of the 
City of New York will hold its eleventh annual concert and 
ball at the Grand Central Palace, New York, on Wednesday 
evening, February 7. Under the chairmanship of Fred 
Borggreve, who is the president of the association, the affair 
promises to be one of the most successful events in the annals 
of the alumni association, as special talent has been engaged 
to make the concert feature a success. A prima donna, well 
known to lovers of opera, will be the soloist, and Crow- 
ley’s Eighth Regiment Band will render the musical programme 
during the evening. The hall is to be specially decorated for 
the occasion and a large attendance is expected. Mr. Borg- 
greve is determined that the concert and ball shall be con- 
ducted with the utmost decorum, and no misconduct of any 
kind will be tolerated. On this account members will be in- 
duced to bring their wives, sweethearts and sisters and thus 
swell the gathering of alumni and alumn. 


Ball of the German Apothecaries’ Society. 

Although the attendance was not as large as expected, the 
fifty-fifth annual ball of the German Apothecaries’ Society, held 
at the Harlem Casino on Thursday night, January 11, proved 
a most enjoyable affair. The hall was quite elaborately deco- 
rated with bunting and the society’s banners, while above the 
stage was the lettering “ 1851—N. Y. D. A. V.—1906” in red, 
white and blue electric bulbs. Music was furnished by A. 
Lederhaus’ orchestra, and after a preliminary concert of ap- 
propriate music, the ball proper was opened with the grand 
march, led by President and Mrs. Felix Hirseman. Supper was 
served between 2 and 3 a. M., President Hirseman presiding. 
The president’s speech of welcome was followed by a toast to 
the ladies by Mr. Lehman, who also read a toast he had pre- 
pared on sociability. It was almost daylight when the last 
dance was finished. The committees in charge of the affair 
were : Floor, R. S. Lehman, chairman; 8S. V. B. Swann, H. F. 
Albert, August Diehl, Bruno Dauscha, Charles W. Dietz and 
George Leinecker. Reception, Felix Hirseman, chairman ; C. 
F. Schleussner, Paul Gebicke, H. Imhof and C. E. Kessler. 
Press, Hugo Kantrowitz, chairman; George Huether, C. F. 
Klippert and O. A. Leister. 


State and National Authorities Co-operating on Liquor 
Problem. 

The Excise Commissioner of the State of New York states 
that the department is continuing its efforts to prohibit the 
sale of certain proprietary medicines which, although being 
sold as medicines, are almost wholly alcoholic unless the vend- 
ors pay the same tax as is required for the sale of any other 
liquors. 

The department has laid before the United States Commis- 
sioner of Internal Revenue the result of investigations con- 
cerning proprietary medicines sold in this State, and the Gov- 
vernment is now co-operating with the department to facilitate 
its efforts in compelling the vendors of said proprietary medi- 
cines not only to pay the necessary tax, but to apprise the 
public of the absolute ingredients of these so-called medicines. 
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EXTENSION OF P. D. & CO.’S CRUDE DRUG DEPARTMENT. 


New Premises Acquired on the Water Front—Convenient to the 
Shipping Wharves and the Wholesale Market. 





The Eastern branch of Parke, Davis & Co., at 91 Maiden 
lane, New York, has been compelled by the growth of its 
crude drug department to acquire additional premises for the 
housing of supplies, and extensive warehouses at 292, 293, 294 
and 295 South street, with an extension to and access at 573, 
575, 577 and 579 Water street, have been secured. The build- 
ing, which has a six-story frontage on South street and a two- 
story extension on Water street, equipped with three fast 
freight elevators, will be used for the storage of crude drugs in 
original packages, such as gums, barks, roots, herbs and seeds, 
and the building being conveniently located near the terminals 
of the great shipping lines it is expected that deliveries will be 
greatly facilitated by the change. This department of Parke, 
Davis & Co.’s immense business has flourished greatly under 
the management of W. B. Kaufman, who will enter on the 24th 
year of his connection with the firm next month. The firm is 
now the largest importer of gum arabic and gum tragacanth in 
America. It is understood that that portion of the Maiden 
lane establishment now given over to crude drugs will be turned 
into a show room and sampling office. 


P.-W.-R. Company Removes. 


It was with something of a shock that our *market re- 
porter saw last week the removal notice on the closed doors 
of the offices so long occupied by the firm of Powers-Weight- 
man-Rosengarten Company, at 56 Maiden lane, opposite the 
Seabury Building. The firm now occupies its own building, at 
145 and 147 Front street. The new building is of typical 
Philadelphia architecture, the front being of red brick with 
massive stone columns and foundations, while the interior 
gives one the impression of great height and depth. It is a 
Colonial structure and the interior decorations are in har- 
mony; a balcony runs along two sides of the wall, and the 
railings are painted white, of a refreshingly clear and cool 
tint; a touch of green here and there carries out the idea of 
the Colonial architecture and again suggests Philadelphia. 
The building contains 35,000 feet of floor space and has five 
floors in front and six in the rear. The receiving and shipping 
departments open on Maiden lane at No. 158. The affairs of 
the New York office are presided over by Charles A. Loring, a 
quiet, reserved gentleman, of most engaging personality, who 
gives one the impression of being alive with business, while still 
sparing a moment to chat affably with callers. Mr. Loring was 
formerly connected with Lehn & Fink, and before his promotion 
represented the old firm of Powers & Weightman on the road as 
a traveling salesman. He came from Boston to take charge of 
the New York office. Mr. Perry still retains his connection with 
the firm, but the state of his health prevents him taking the 
active part he once did in the affairs of the New York office. 
He drops in for an hour or so every day to keep in touch 


with things. . 


Now the Drug and Chemical Club. 

At a special meeting of the Drug Trade Club, held on Decem- 
ber 12 at 1.30 P.M., the name of the Drug Trade Club was 
changed to that of the Drug and Chemical Club. A resolution 
was adopted giving the Board of Governors power to carry out 
the desired change. 


The Manufacturing Chemists’ Registration Bureau. 
The following title has been received for registration in the 
Manufacturing Chemists’ Registration Bureau: 
Syrup Euphorbia Compound............ Parke, Davis & Co. 
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WESTERN NEW YORK. 





Improvement in the Price Sitwation—Many New Stores Opening 
—Registration by the Board Simplified. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

Buffalo, January 17.—There is some difference of report 
as to the trade finding its way into the Buffalo retail drug stores 
just now, some finding it good, others poor and still others 
medium, the last probably being pretty nearly correct. The 
winter is mild, but the weather is not usually much of a guide 
in the matter. The notion that more drugs and medicines are 
bought in bad or unseasonable weather than any other does 
not prove true generally. 

THE PRICE SITUATION. 

It is improving so fast—which means that the agreement 
is held so firmly—that it is about time to advance the prices 
of the old cut list a little more. The plan has been to begin 
with only a slight advance from the bottom prices and then 
add a little now and then, as the patient seems to be able to 
stand it, until the top is reached, the top always being the 
highest point that the situation seems to be likely to stand. 
One or two advances of the sort have already been made since 
the first scale was issued. 

At the same time it is not expected that the old full prices 
can be obtained by this sliding scale plan. It is likely that the 
manufacturers would be satisfied considerably short of the 
full price. All the retail druggist is looking out for is the 
margin between the wholesale and the retail price of the cut- 
price articles, and he is not a very close friend of the manu- 
facturer. He predicts that the ascendancy of the proprietary 
is about at an end and he looks on such a decline as a throwing 
off of a sort of imposition on him. 


NEW STORES AND CHANGES. 

It appears that the Buffalo retail druggist is getting per- 
niciously active again, for the number of new stores reported 
and the number changing hands of late has been much larger 
than for a long time past. It is such a “neat” and fetching 
business that the public will always drop into it liberally, so 
long as a living can be made at it. 


THE BUFFALO DRUGGISTS’ BOWLING CLUB 


still comes in for all possible amount of enthusiasm on the 
part of the members. It takes only a word to any of them 
to bring out a flow of eloquence concerning the high character 
of the sport at the Friday meetings. 

THE WESTERN BRANCH OF THE STATE BOARD OF PHARMACY 
is active in the main just now in getting in the store registries, 
which are much more easily obtained now than they used to be. 
There are about 400 stores in the eight counties making up 
the district and fully three-quarters of the list was in by the 
middle of January. 

It used to be a hard job to complete the list, and when the 
law was new the board was as easy about the registry as possi- 
ble, so it happened that a few, and usually the very same few, 
took advantage of the leeway allowed and were months behind 
the time set for completing the list. It happened also that the 
delinquents were practically all in Buffalo, where it was 
handy to comply with the law. After a while, when it was 
seen that the delinquents were a mere group who were pleasing 
themselves in doing as they liked, steps were taken to make 
them come in. 

Complaint was made informally to the district attorney, 
who merely asked for the list. He had had experience in that 
line, and said that a letter from him to small lawbreakers 
often went as far as a court indictment would. He was right. 
No sooner had he informed the good people that he had hold 
of the case than they fell over each other to get in, and they 
remembered the warning next year. 

There will be a regular examination held by the board in 
February, and then Secretary Reimann of the Western branch 
will take advantage of the interval that follows and make a trip 
to California. 
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NEW ENGLAND. 





The License Question to the Fore in Haverhill—Druggists Must 
Not Advertise Liquors—A Sunday Liquor Raid—Pbarmacy 
Board Agent Becomes Chief of Police—Investigating Quality of 
Olive Oil. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

Boston, January 17.—While Boston druggists have been busy 
discussing the screen law their Haverhill brethren have had the 
license question forcibly presented to them. Some of the drug- 
gists of that city have been advertising their stock of liquors, 
and this questionable proceeding has incurred for those adopt- 
ing this method the displeasure of the License Commission. This 
opposition of the commissioners was made manifest by their 
serving notices upon the druggists to appear before them and 
receive instructions as to the conduct of their places. 

RAIDED FOR SELLING ON SUNDAY. 

Pending this conference the police, on Sunday, January 7, 
raided the store of Henri Prevost & Co., River street, and 
cleaned out their entire stock of liquors, including ale, wine, 
whiskey and brandy. This seizure is said to have been the first 
interference with Sunday drug store trade in this city for years 
and is viewed as a “ crusade” upon the part of the commission. 

Apropos of the screen law it is possible that Mayor Fitz- 
gerald, who is to be a guest of the Boston Druggists’ Associa- 
tion at their annual dinner, may upon that occasion state his 
views upon this subject. 

CHIEF OF POLICE. 

That the mill grinds slowly but surely is demonstrated by 
the history of Simeon B. Harris, who for many years was 
agent for the State Board of Pharmacy. Mr. Harris’ methods, 
while keeping him constantly in the foreground, were of the 
mailed fist order, and as a consequence numerous protests 
were lodged with the Board of Pharmacy. Not long ago he was 
allowed to take his departure from the employ of the board. 
But this did not end his public career, for he has recently been 
offered a position of greater prominence and his name was 
placed in nomination by the mayor of Malden for chief of 
police of that city. 

LOOK TO THE QUALITY OF YOUR OLIVE OIL. 

Bay State druggists should have an eye to the quality of 
their supply of olive oil, if for no other reason than because 
the analysts of the State Board of Health are making ex- 
aminations of this commodity. A number of samples recently 
tested proved to be cotton seed oil. The last monthly report of 
the board shows the examination of 99 samples of drugs, of 
which 17 were found to vary, from the legal standard. The 
adulterated drugs were: Ether, Aqua Ammonia, Cera Flava, 
Oxtractum Zingiberas Fluidum, Oleum Limonis, Spiritus Cam- 
phorze, Syrupus and Tinctura Iodi. 

THE T. METCALF COMPANY REORGANIZED. 

The T. Metcalf Company has just regrganized under the 
laws of this State with a capital of $100,000, divided into 1,000 
shares of $100 each. The concern has been conducting busi- 
ness for some years past under a State of Maine incorporation. 
The present officers are as follows: Frank A. Davidson, Ph.G., 
president and treasurer; Edward F. Varney, Ph.G., clerk; 
Frank A. Davidson, Ph.G., Edwin W. Shedd, Ph.G., and Michael 
F. Lyons, Ph.G., directors. 

MERE MENTION. 

Lighting a leaking oil stove was the cause of a recent fire 
in the store of John J. Kingsley, Prospect street, Waltham. 
The blaze caused a damage of $1,500. While endeavoring to 
extinguish the fire Mr. Kingsley was burned about the arms 
and hands. 

The stamp tax law was recently declared unconstitutional. 

William F. Sawyer, secretary of the Board of Pharmacy, 
is being initiated into jury work. His speciality is criminal 
cases. He endeavored to convince the judge that he was needed 
elsewhere, but that official had no sympathy with this line of 
thought and so Mr. Sawyer acts as a sifter of evidence for a 
month or more. 
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Renewed Activity of the Philadelphia Association of Retail Drug- 
gists— Judge Holland at One Time a Druggist—Officers 
Elected—Hope for Reversal on Law Points in the Loder Suit— 
Cut Rate Prices Proposed by the Association—Philadelphia 
Association of Retail Druggists in Flourishing Condition. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

Philadelphia, January 17.—There was an old-time “rally 
around the flag” meeting of the Philadelphia Association of 
Retail Druggists at the regular monthly meeting on January 5. 
It seemed that the members turned out in force to assist the 
officers in upholding the affairs of the association. Since 
the Loder verdict there has been considerable talk about the 
usefulness of the association being at an end and there were 
rumors that many were to resign. These reports naturally 
gave the officers and those who have the good will of the asso- 
ciation at heart some apprehension, but after the meeting all 
gloomy views were cast aside and it is now believed that the 
association is stronger than ever and those who have not taken 
any prominent part will come forward and in many ways 
endeavor to make it stronger than ever. It was expected that 
there were to be a number of resignations, but on the contrary 
there were only two, and they were members who had not 
taken much interest in the affairs of the retailers and never 
paid much attention to what was going on. 

Since the Loder verdict there have been about six resigna- 
tions. This, it is said, tends to show how the members feel. 
Besides being a harmonious meeting the attendance was the 
largest in the history of this body and there was the best 
of feeling displayed. The Loder suit has not by any means 
come to an end. A new trial has been asked for and the matter 
is now being held under advisement by Judge Holland. By the 
way, this Judge, it is said, was at one time a druggist, and on 
this account the members of the association as well as the 
wholesale druggists feel that when it comes to the points of 
law that the contention of the association will be upheld. The 
learned counsel for the retail association is said to have 
stated that he is willing to stake his reputation on the out- 
come and that when it comes to deciding the points of law 
the verdict of the lower court will be set aside. Instead of 
gloom permeating the affairs of the Philadelphia Retail Drug- 
gists’ Association the future is brighter than ever. 

OFFICERS ELECTED. 

There were many speeches made by prominent druggists 
and the election of officers for the ensuing year took place. 
The following officers were elected: President, Charles Reh- 
fuss; first vice-president, Thomas H. Potts; second vice-presi- 
dent, William E. Lee; third vice-president, A. T. Pollard; re- 
cording secretary, N. A. Cozzins; financial secretary, C. W. 
Shull; treasurer, G. W. Fehr. The dues for the coming year 
were fixed at $8. This is the same as last year, and there 
was no objection to the amount. Besides receiving the resig- 
nation of two members there were four new members admitted. 

A NEW PRICE-LIST DISCUSSED. 

On Friday last there was a special meeting of the associa- 
tion to take action on a new price-list. This is the first official 
move on the part of the association to take any retaliatory 
action against those who are classed as retail cutters. It was 
agreed to formulate a new list, so that the retail druggists 
could meet the competition of those who have not agreed to 
the prices set by the association. It is understood that the 
fight is now on in earnest and every effort is to be made to 
either meet the prices quoted by Loder or to make lower ones. 
The outcome is awaited with considerable interest. One of 
the leading retail druggists in the city said the fight should go 
further than to compete with those who have not agreed to 
the prices set by the retail association. He contended that the 
few sales made by the average druggist were nothing as 
compared to what the department stores are doing. Hesaid: “I 


do not as a rule mind what the druggists quote, but when the 
department stores make a reduction I very often meet it, and 
in this way am forced to sell much lower than would be the 
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case if I had to meet the competition of the retail druggist.” 
Although this druggist said he would not pay any attention 
to what Loder did, as his business amounted to over $1,000,000 
a year, while the latter was only $75,000, he will nevertheless 
abide by the action of the Philadelphia Association of Retail 
Druggists and in every way do all that he can to assist that 
body. It is believed that the retail association in this city is 
much stronger to-day than any time in its history and that its 
future is much brighter than ever before. All the members are 
working in harmony and it is expected that considerable will 
be accomplished this year which will be of immense value to 
the members of the association and all the retail druggists 
throughout the State of Pennsylvania. 


OHIO. 


Trade in Proprietaries Good - Wholesalers All Satisfied—The Rev- 
ocation of Licenses for Cocaine Sales—Candy as a Side Line. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

Cleveland, Ohio, January 17.—Market conditions in this 
city are considered very good for the first of the year by drug- 
gists generally. The prescription business has been good, not- 
withstanding the fact that the health office reports are not 
showing up especially bad. The very mild weather that has 
prevailed, however, has been conducive to minor complaints, 
which are as good for the druggists as the more serious ail- 
ments. The trade in patents has been equally as good as at any 
other time in the year. Medicines that are recommended for 
cold and catarrhal troubles have had an especially good sale. 
Business in sundries and novelties has also been good. The 
wholesale houses say that the year has started out well with 
them and they expect it to be as good as any they have ever 
had. The large houses here are constantly adding to their stock 
of preparations manufactured in the house and are gaining 
a large business on them. They take special care to have them 
as nearly perfect in compounding as possible and because of 
this are very successful with them. 


UNITED CIGAR STORES COMPANY TO BUY AND TO BUILD. 


Financiers interested in the United Cigar Stores Company 
have taken a long lease on the Forest City Hotel property, 
facing on the public square, and have given notice that they 
will take advantage of a clause in the lease and purchase the 
property within five years. It is their intention to erect a 
large and finely equipped hotel on the land. The company now 
has a store in the corner room of the present building on Su- 
perior avenue and the square. Another store is located on 
Euclid avenue in space formerly occupied by Deutsch’s drug 
store. This last move would indicate that the company in- 
tended to gain a permanent foothold in the city. Property has 
been purchased in several other large cities, but this is said to 
be the first hotel property acquired. 


NO RETROACTIVE ACTION BY THE BOARD. 


According to reports from Columbus the State Board of 
Pharmacy will not revoke the licenses of the six druggists con- 
victed of selling cocaine illegally. The convictions were brought 
about before the opinion of the attorney general on the subject 
was received and they have decided that such a move on their 
part would be retro-active and possibly not legal. The opinion 
of the attorney general will be made use of in reference to any 
cases that may come up in the future. 

CANDY AS A SIDE LINE. 

A new candy counter case has been put in the Marshal cut- 
rate store on the corner of Superior street and the square. 
Many of the stores are making a specialty of candies now. 
Some of them handle no goods of fine quality, while others 
keep both fine grades and goods that sell at popular prices. 
Cleveland seems to be keeping pace with the remainder of 
the United States in the consuraption of sweets, and the in- 
vestment in a candy departmeut is no doubt a paying addi- 
tion to any store. Some of them make handsome window dis- 
plays of their box candies and these attract a good trade. 
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The prices quoted in this report are those current in the wholesale market, and higher prices are paid for retail lots 
The quality of goods frequently necessitates a wide range of prices, 


\ 
Drug and Chemical Market ] 





Condition of Trade. 
New York, January 20, 1906. 


3usiness during the interval since our last report has 
been of a rather limited character, the demand being chiefly 
for jobbing quantities, and buyers showing no disposition to 
anticipate the probable requirements of the future by specula- 
tive purchases, At present values the market is firm in tone 
and where advances have taken place they have been for the 
most part in favor of buyers, though some of the staple prod- 
ucts, like glycerin, cream tartar, tartaric acid and quinine, 
show fluctuations to a lower range. Camphor continues to ad- 
vance in price, owing to the higher cost of crude gum. The de- 
cline in quinine did not come as a surprise, the lower values 
for bark at recent auctions having prepared the trade to some 
extent for the reduction. The principal fluctuations of the 
interval are tabulated below : 


HIGHER. LOWER. 
Camphor, Cream tartar, 
Castor oil, Tartarie acid, 
Squills, Glycerin, 
Tannic acid, Clove oil, 
Snake root, Quinine, 


Corrosive sublimate, 
Juniper berries, 
Peppermint oil, 


Arsenic, 
Quicksilver, 
Haarlem oil, 


Drugs, 


Alcohol, grain, is meeting with about the usual jobbing de- 
mand, with a fair outlet into the usual channels of consumption, 
and is noted at the lower range of values established recently— 
namely, $2.47 to $2.49, as to terms. Wood does not improve in 
demand, but the market is well sustained at the range of 7T0c to 
75e for 95 per cent. and 97 per cent. respectively. 


Amy] acetate has advanced in the interval, owing to slow-. 


ness of delivery causing temporary scarcity ; $1.50 to $1.60 now 
named, as to quantity. 

Arnica flowers are selling fairly in small lots from jobbers’ 
hands, who quote 9c to 10c, as to quantity and quality. 

Balsam copaiba, Central American, is offered with some re- 
serve, owing to scarcity, and 80c to 3lc is named; Para is held 
with increased confidence and 37c to 40c represents the range. 

Balsam Peru is given very little consideration, though the 
market appears well sustained at the previous range of $1.00 
to $1.10. ’ 

Balsam tolu has continued in good seasonable demand and 
the prices are well sustained at 21c. to 22c¢. 

Barks.—Bayberry continues to offer at 12c to l4ec, but sales 
are making in a limited way only. Cascara sagrada is held 
with firmness and the sales were at the former range of 54%c 
to 9c as to quality and quantity. Cottonroot is held with 
increased confidence, and most holders are firm in their views 
at 9c to luc. Wild cherry is scarce and wanted, and holders 
generally quote at an advance to 6c to 10c, as to quality 
and quantity. Sassafras has developed a slightly upward 
tendency, with nothing offering at under 12c, while 15c is 
named for prime goods; there is some scarcity of spot sup- 
plies, which influences holders to offer sparingly. 

Belladonna leaves remain quiet, though holders are firmer 
in their views, owing to scarcity of supplies both here and 
at primary sources; recent sales were at 10c to llc. 

Buchu leaves, short, have met with a more active inquiry 
since our last, and holders are firmer in their views, the re- 
ports of crop shortage influencing them to name 18c for the 
better grades anu 17¢ for yellowish. 

Cacao butter is maintained in steady position, with prime 
Dutch brands quoted at 28c and Van Houten’s and Cadbury’s 
at 2914c. 

Cantharides are slow of sale, but holders are firm in their 


views and the market ig generally well maintained, with 
Chinese offering in a limited way at 5214c, though 55c to 56ce is 
more generally quoted; Russian are held and selling at $1.25 
to $1.30. 

Castor oil has been advanced by the refiners, the revised 
range standing at 11%c to 12\%c for No. 1 in barrels and 12¢ 
to 18c in cases; 10%c to 11%e for No. 3 in barrels and 114%4c 
to 12\4c for cases, according to size of order. 

Codliver oil is dull for the season, there being only a limited 
jobbing demand at previous prices, or, say, $24.00 to $28.00 for 
Norwegian, as to brand, and $24.00 to $25.00 for Newfoundland. 

Cuttlefish bone is meeting with about the usual jobbing de- 
mand and values are steadily maintained on the basis of 16¢ 
to 1614c for Trieste, 12c to 15¢ for French and 40e¢ to 70e for 
jewelers’, as to quality and quantity. 

Ergot is slow of sale, but the market is fairly firm in tone; 
Russian is held at 48¢ to 45c, and Spanish at 45c to 50c. 

Glycerine is a shade easier owing to competition among 
manufacturers; sales of C. P. at 11%e to 11%e in drums or 
barrels and 1214c to 12%e in cans, according to quantity. 

Haarlem oil is in reduced supply, and the limited available 
stock is closely concentrated, with holders asking $3.25 to $3.50. 

Juniper berries are in better supply and easier, with goods 
available at 414c to 44c. 

Lycopodium is fractionally lower, holders apparently seek- 
ing to increase the distribution at a concession from previous 
prices, for we hear of sales at 58c to 54e. 

Menthol has been irregular and unsettled, and the tone 
of the market is easier at a reduction to $2.50 to $2.40. 

Opium remains quiet and prices are somewhat easier, with 
cases quoted at $2.9714, while broken packages range from $3.00 
to $3.02%4. Powdered is unchanged at $3.50 to $3.5214., 

Quinine was reduced in price on the 13th inst. and the de- 
mand showed immediate improvement. The decline followed 
the announcement of lower prices for bark at the Amsterdam 
auction. The announcement of the decline caused little com- 
ment, as it had been expected for some time. The inside price 
now stands at 17¢c for bulk in 100-0z. tins, and several large 
transactions are reported at this figure, together with some de- 
velopment of speculative interest. Second hands do not quote 
at under manufacturers’ price?. 

Saffron, American, continues in active demand and the tone 
of the market is firmer, with some holders asking up to $1.30, 
though a limited quantity still offers at $1.20. 

Saw palmetto berries continue held and selling in a jobbing 
way at 15¢ to 20c. - 

Spermaceti is moving into firmer position in sympathy with 
the situation at producing points; supplies in refiners’ hands 
are said to be limited. Sales during the interval were at 27¢c 
for block and 28ce for cases. 

Sugar of milk has recovered a trifle and the lowest inside 
quotation is now 1d4e. 

Tannic acid has been advanced by the manufacturers, who 
now name 58c to 60c, or 10c above the former price. 

Tonca beans continue in fair, moderate inquiry, and values 
are well sustained at 65¢c to 6714c for Angostura, 18¢ to 20c for 
ara and 30e for crystallized Surinam. 

Vanilla beans are held with increased firmness, owing to 
the stronger tenor of advices from primary sources. Whole 
Mexican are held at $2.75 to $6.50, cut Mexican at $1.75 to $2.00, 
Bourbon at $1.00 to $3.00 and Tahiti at 45c to $1.00. 

Chemicals. 

Arsenic, white, is scarce and wanted. Holders display un- 
usual firmness and name 6%4c to 7e, but little is available 
even at this figure. 
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Blue vitriol is firmly sustained on the basis of 5.90e for 
car lots. 

Bleaching powder is without quotable change. The demand 
is somewhat limited at the present, owing to the fact that 
larger buyers and consumers are kept supplied by contract 
deliveries. The jobbing demand is being met at 144c¢ and up- 
ward, as to quantity and terms. 

Brimstone, crude seconds, has continued in good request, 
but spot supplies are ample and values are steady at the 
previous range of $22.12% to $25, as to quantity, terms, etc. 

Bromine and bromides are attracting some attention in view 
of a statement made in the Frankfurter Zeitung for December 
22, which in translation reads as follows: 

“We hear that at the meeting of the members of the bro- 
mine convention, held in Leopoldshall on the 21st inst., the 
difference between the several members could not be settled 
in a satisfactory way. It is therefore to be expected that 
the prices for bromine preparations will be lowered, but it is 
uncertain whether the convention will, notwithstanding this 
reduction, go out of existence.” 

Chlorate of potash is slow of sale, but the market maintains 
its steadiness in the face of light stock, the range for crystals 
and powdered being 9'4c to 9%c and 9%c to 10c respectively. 

Corrosive sublimate, granular and powdered, has been re- 
duced 2c per Ib., and manufacturers now quote on the basis of 
70c for lump, crystals, granular and powdered; lump being un- 
changed in price. 

Cream tartar is fractionally lower, manufacturers having 
reduced the prices of powdered to 22%4c to 28c as to quantity. 

Tannic acid was advanced 10c per Ib. on the 15th instant, 
and the change is noted under Drugs. 

Tartaric acid has been offering more freely from second 
hands of late with the result of forcing down prices, and the 
revised quotations for powdered are 28c to 2814c as to quantity 
and 4c per Ib. less for crystals. 


Essential Oils. 


Anise is jobbing slowly, but the price is well maintained at 
$1.30 to $1.35. 

Camphor has dropped a notch or two in the interval and 
quotations for Japanese are now 17%4c to 18c. 

Cassia maintains its steadiness in view of conditions pre- 
vailing in the primary market, and quotations are unchanged 
at 80c to 85c for 75 and 80 per cent. respectively. 

Cedar leaf is more freely inquired for and holders offer 
with reserve at the current range of 60¢ to 65c. 

Citronella has developed increased firmness, though quota- 
tions are nominally unchanged, recent sales being at 34c to 35e. 

Clove has reacted slightly since our last and now offers 
more freely at the range of 85c to 8714e for cans, and 87% to 
90c for bottles. 

Messina essences generally show an advancing tendency 
and bergamot is now quoted at $2.15 to $2.30 and sweet orange 
at $2 to $2.25, as to quality and quantity. Lemon has hardened 
in the interval and quotations have been advanced, up to 75c 
being asked by some holders. 

Peppermint has been in good export inquiry during the 
interval since our last report and the market is firmly main- 
tained at the range of $3.10 to $3.20 for HGH, according to 
quantity and seller; bulk is steady, but unchanged, at $2.30 to 
$2.40. 

Sassafras is in limited supply and some dealers ask up to 
28¢ for artificial. 

Wintergreen is in more abundant supply, both on spot and 
at producing points, and recent sales of natural were at $1.50 
to $1.75. 


Gums. 


Apart from another sharp advance in the price of refined 
camphor none of the other articles in this department has at- 
tracted much attention. An advance of 3c in camphor quota- 
tions was announced on the 9th inst., bringing the range to 91c 
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to 91%c for barrels and cases respectively. Curacao aloes are 
scarce and wanted, and values are firmly maintained at 644c to 
644c; Barbadoes is well maintained at 14c to 16c for gourds. 
Asafetida is selling in a small jobbing way only at nominally 
unchanged quotations. Arabic sorts are maintained with in- 
creased firmness under the influence of light stocks, and 6%c 
to lle is generally named. Chicle is well held at current quota- 
tions, or, say, 35c to 36c. Gamboge in a small way is realizing 
85c to 90c for pipe. 


Roots. 

There have been few changes of conséquence to report in 
this market. Transactions are largely confined to’ jobbing 
sales and speculation is an absent’ feature. Burdock is held 
with increased firmness at 12c, with sales at this figure. Ele- 
campane has been advanced to 434c to 5c in consequence of im- 
proved conditions at primary sources. Ipecac shows a frac- 
tional decline, recent sales being at $1.70. Golden seal offers 
a shade more freely at $1.30. Squill continues in upward ten- 
dency, owing to scarcity and a fairly good demand; quotations 
at the close were 8%c to 9c. Pink is in light supply and 
wanted at 50c. Sarsaparilla, Mexican, is dull and easier at 
10%c. Mandrake is generally held at 414c, but a firm bid on a 
quantity lot would shade this figure. Senega is moving into 
firmer position and a large sale is reported at 57c. 


Seeds. 


Anise, Italian, is meeting with a fair jobbing inquiry, with 
sales at 84c to 10c, as to quantity; Russian in a jobbing way 
realizes 644c to Te, while Star is maintained at 20c to 21c. As- 
paragus has met with considerable inquiry of late, and prices 
are higher, owing to scarcity ; recent sales were at 11c to 12c. 

Celery has developed increased firmness, quotations showing 
an advance to 7%4c¢ to 8c. 

Hemp, Russian, has receded from its previous firm position, 
and quotations show a reduction to 3%c to 3%4c. 

Sunflower continues scarce and 4%ec to 5c is named in most 
quarters. 

Wormseed, Levant, is held with increased firmness and 1714c 
to 20c is now named, the higher range being prompted by 
scarcity. ’ 


INDIANA NEWS NOTES. 


In the list of taxpayers on ten thousand or more dollars’ 
worth of real and personal property in Marion County (In- 
dianapolis), taken from the treasurer’s books, now being pre- 
pared for the year 1905 by the County Auditor, the following 
drug firms of Indianapolis are included: The Eli Lilly & Co., 
manufacturers, $225,000; the Kiefer Drug Company, wholesale 
druggists, $99,500; Mooney, the Mueller Drug Company, whole- 
sale druggists, $65,000; the Pitman-Myers Company, manufac- 
turers, $14,500; the Daniel Stewart Company, wholesale drug- 
gists, $102,100; Ward Bros. Drug Company, wholesale drug- 
gists, $51,650, and the Winona Mineral Water Company, $10,- 
000. 

The rigid enforcement of the pharmacy statute in Indiana 
is causing druggists all over the State to draw heavily on the 
schools of pharmacy for competent employees. Consequently 
the classes of pharmacy schools in the State are being crowded 
with young men who aspire to become proficient in that line 
of work. Recently the newly organized school of pharmacy 
at the Winona Technical Institute organized a two years’ 
course, and already 59 students are enrolled. The department 
of pharmacy at this school has more students enrolled than 
has any other department. It is said this is due largely to 
the strict examination which drug clerks must pass before 
they are allowed to go behind a prescription case. A permit 
from the State Board, costing $3, is demanded of each student, 
the money going to defray the expenses of detecting clerks and 
employees who are evading the law. However, drug men who 
are in favor of rigidly enforcing the law are of the opinion that 
$3 is not a large enough fee, and they will petition the next 
General Assembly to increase the price of these certificates. 








